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Once again we’re at the starting point of the Lenten season. This is 
the period of the church calendar that challenges us to remember 
our own humanity and to set aside time for reflection and repen-
tance. It means asking ourselves questions that may lead to uncom-
fortable answers. 

I like Frederick Buechner’s thoughts on the process:

“To hear yourself try to answer questions like these is to 
begin to hear something not only of who you are but of both 
what you are becoming and what you are failing to become. 
It can be a pretty depressing business all in all, but if sack-
cloth and ashes are at the start of it, something like Easter 
may be at the end.”

This is, of course, the good news of it all. The story ends well. We are 
all together heading toward Easter, where the coming of the King-
dom of God and his rich promise of hope awaits us.

The following devotionals were written by CRM staff serving in 
ministry positions all around the world. As you read their thoughts 
and ponder the questions, we encourage you to allow these medita-
tions to sink into your heart and to deepen your love for Jesus, our 
great Good News. It may help to keep a journal of your prayers and 
thoughts as you walk through the readings.

Thank you for joining us on this journey. We’re glad you’re here.

Blessings to you,
Peter Schrock
CRM Communications

INTRODUCTION
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I remember the first time Karis, our daughter, received the imposi-
tion of ashes on Ash Wednesday. She was less than a year old, our 

nearly perfect, beautiful firstborn. We took her forward to the altar where 
the rector made the sign of the cross on her forehead with ashes and said, 
“From dust you have come and to dust you shall return…”

The smudge of the black ashes was startling, so out of place on her inno-
cent face. Of course we knew she had received the fallen nature of Eve, 
but she had hardly evidenced it at this age. It was a sobering realization 
that this child, like me, would need the cleansing and covering offered 
through the death of Jesus.

A significant first occurred for Karis that day: it was her first time to be 
gathered into the “sacred assembly” and to be identified with a commu-
nity of broken people in desperate need of a Savior. 

In our Protestant framework, and perhaps in our American indepen-
dence, confession is dealt with on an individual basis; it’s my business, 
my money, my responsibility, and even in the spiritual realm, it is my 
sin.  And so it is. But scripture shows us another form of confession—the 
corporate confession of a community. Everyone was called to the solemn 
assembly in the passage above—the priests, the servants, the bride and 
bridegroom preparing to marry—including the nursing infants. Clearly, 
God knew something significant happens when we gather together as a 
body, collectively expressing our repentance and need for his offering of 
forgiveness and peace.  

Some of my friends think Lent is depressing and unnecessary. “We’ve 
been set free from our sin; it’s not healthy to dwell on my sinfulness,” 
they say. That is what Lent is: sitting with our sinfulness much longer 
than we may be comfortable. Without taking a hard look at the extent of 

Scripture Reading:

Joel 2:15-16 (NIV)

Blow the trumpet in Zion, 

declare a holy fast, call a 

sacred assembly. Gather 

the people, consecrate the 

assembly; bring together the 

elders, gather the children, 

those nursing at the breast…

A community of brokenness, 
a community of the redeemed
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our need, we may be unable to taste the goodness of the Lord. That’s why 
Jesus said to the Pharisee, “He who has been forgiven little loves little…” 
(Luke 7:47, NIV). How much more meaningful Easter becomes when I’ve 
contemplated anew my great need for atonement and his willingness to 
sacrifice on my behalf!

Our firstborn is now almost 10 and has long since removed any doubt 
of her need for a Savior. She is a sinner in need of grace, just like me, 
like her dad, her sisters, her friends, and her community. But she’s also 
a member of the community of the redeemed—those who have been 
clothed by their Redeemer with garments of righteousness (Isaiah 61:10).  
That’s a community I want my daughter to be identified with through her 
entire life and beyond.  

• In what community do you find it safe enough to confess your sins to 
one another?

• Which is easier for you to dwell on: your sinfulness or God’s gener-
ous gift of grace? 

• How can you move toward a balanced understanding of both?

Amy Galloway serves on the Staff Development and Care Team and lives in Málaga, 
Spain, with her husband, Alex, and their three daughters. She and Alex pioneered 
CRM’s first missionary care and training center, providing counseling, spiritual 
direction, and ministry training to CRM’s international staff. 
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One of the lowest points during my first few months in Romania 
came after an especially challenging day. My language capacity was 

such that even when I concentrated intently, I only understood one in 
every ten words. Group situations were always tough, with rapid jumps 
in topics and multiple conversations happening simultaneously. That 
particular evening, my Romanian host had a party with 12 to 15 people. 
The conversation included lots of laughter, but I didn’t laugh once—not 
understanding the words, let alone Romanian humor. The next day I 
went for a walk and asked God to do something that would give me a 
little bit of hope.

In Psalm 70, David asks for hope. He recognizes that he is needy and 
dependent on God to save him. David calls on God knowing that he will 
answer. This desperate plea for help is echoed throughout the pages 
of Scripture and God faithfully responds. He responds even when I’m 
reluctant to call for help or don’t want to be dependent. 

Recognizing my weakness and need is a value that goes cross-grain to the 
society around me, which highly values those who care for themselves 
and are rugged individualists. On the contrary, God values and 
consistently uses those whom the world sees as weak. 

Before David’s plea for God to remember him, he writes a prayer in 
verse 4 that all who seek God would be filled with joy and gladness. He 
does not pray for those who are strong in their own strength or those 
who pretend to be happy, but for those who recognize they need God 
and search for him. 

I perceive Romania to be a place with little hope. Many of the faces I 
see each day reflect despair in their eyes. To live as one with hope is to 
choose to stand out in this cultural context. In many ways, it is a fight 

Scripture Reading:

Psalm 70:4-5 (NLT)

But may all who search for 

you be filled with joy and 

gladness in you. May those 

who love your salvation 

repeatedly shout, “God is 

great!” But I am poor and 

needy; please hurry to my 

aid, O God. You are my 

helper and my savior; 

O LORD, do not delay! 

Hope and life for the weak



CRM EMPOWERING LEADERS
1240 N. Lakeview Ave #120, Anaheim, CA 92807  |  (714) 779-0370  |  www.crmleaders.org

not to give in to the pervading environment and to choose God’s hope 
instead. Our God is big enough to provide hope for each of us, no matter 
what the circumstances.   

That day, when I went for a walk asking God to show himself, I came 
across a fascinating image of two birds framed in a big electric tower.  
Though it seemed rather odd, that simple image was a visual reminder 
of God’s presence and care as I watched those birds nestled in that 
protected enclave. 

As I live and grow into ministry in this new and unfamiliar environment, 
it is easy to lose hope in the midst of the stress or even make sense of 
what is around me. But just like those birds that found a place of rest, I 
can ask God to provide for me as I admit my weakness and need. Even 
in the midst of the gray apartment blocks, the poverty, and the bleak 
governmental structures throughout Eastern Europe, God can break in 
and remind me that he is the One who brings life and hope.

• What areas of your life or living situation seem hopeless to you?      
Is there an image or truth God wants you to pray for this place?

• What would it look like to praise God for one of your weaknesses 
and to call him to be your strength?

• Who are the people you regularly come in contact with, who are 
weak by the standards of the world? How might God want you to 
honor these people and value them as Jesus would?

Abigail Sutton served with InnerCHANGE in Romania building relationships with 
at-risk children before joining the InnerCHANGE team in Los Angeles, CA this past 
year. She continues to look for the hope and beauty God provides for each day.
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Forty-one small boxes. Piled together, they were about the size of a 
twin bed, and inside them was everything my family owned. After 

a quarter century of ministry in Japan, the Lord was clearly leading Rob 
and me to base our ministry out of the U.S. for the next two years. Be-
cause the cost of storing our household goods in Tokyo was prohibitive, 
we had to dispose of everything except for a few bare essentials—mostly 
books and files, family photo albums, treasured memories of our kids’ 
childhood in Japan, and a few family mementos. As I looked at the mea-
ger pile of boxes representing our lives, a wave of emotion swept over 
me, “Is this it? Is this all we have to show for the past 25 years? Is this 
all I’m worth?” 
 
My American culture has trained me to think that my personal worth is 
equal to the value of my “stuff.” Pastor Lloyd Ogilvie has written, “In our 
culture, getting ahead, advancing professionally, gaining recognition, and 
acquiring the comfort stuff of life…are the goals that fire our ambition 
and passion. For many of us Christ is added only as a side benefit.” The 
Japanese culture places less value on the acquisition of things and instead 
prizes harmony in relationships. Worshipping ancestors is an important 
part of maintaining the wa, or harmony, within the family. When they 
become Christians, Japanese believers are sometimes ostracized by their 
relatives for abandoning ancestor worship and honoring a “foreign god.” 
Many young converts struggle with the question, “What truly matters?”  

The apostle Paul dealt with this same question in the book of Philippians. 
Probably written just before his death, Paul reflects on the incredible sta-
tus and privilege he enjoyed as an honored Pharisee in the Jewish culture. 
But on the Damascus Road, he had suddenly been transported beyond 
cultural values to the eternal values of the Kingdom. Everything in Paul’s 
former life was stripped away, but to him, it meant absolutely nothing 
“compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” 

Scripture Reading:

Philippians 3:8-11 (NIV)

What is more, I consider 

everything a loss compared 

to the surpassing  greatness 

of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord, for whose sake I have 

lost all things. 

I consider them rubbish, 

that I may gain Christ and 

be found in him, not 

having a righteousness of 

my own that comes from 

the law, but that which is 

through faith in Christ—the 

righteousness that comes 

from God and is by faith. 

I want to know Christ and 

the power of his resurrec-

tion and the fellowhip of 

sharing  in his sufferings, 

becoming like him in his 

death, and so, somehow, to 

attain to the resurrection 

from the dead.

The passion of our lives
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His love—his passion—became clear: “to know Christ and the power of 
his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings.” Nothing 
else mattered. Nothing else was of lasting worth. 

When Ogilvie asked dying people what they would change about their 
lives, they often responded, “I would spend more time with Christ and 
give less time to things which distracted me from Him. I would make 
Christ the passion of my life.”

• If you had to leave all your possessions, what would you miss          
the most?

• Look again at Paul’s life passion. How would you describe yours?
• How does the use of your time and resources reflect the values of 

your culture? The values of the Kingdom?

Jean Gill and her husband, Rob, served as missionaries in Japan for many years. Today 
they lead Cross Cultural Leaders Networks, equipping Christian leaders across South-
east Asia for sustainable ministry. They have two children, Leighton and Rachel.
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It was a beautiful fall day at Auburn University in 1969 when I read 
and claimed Isaiah 50:4-5 as my life verses. “This,” I told the Lord, 

“is how I want to live—hearing from you and encouraging others.” At 
that time, I had no idea what lay ahead and how I would “grow” into 
these verses.

Several decades later, during a prolonged period of illness and solitude, 
God ushered me into a new experience of “inner listening” where, in his 
company, I learned to become gently present to my interior landscape 
and face that which needed my attention. I began to experience the 
deeper reality of these verses that I had claimed as God’s special 
communication to me so many years earlier.

“I was not rebellious, I turned not backward.” 

Over time I came to realize that the privilege of hearing God’s voice is 
costly. I cannot pick and choose what I will obey. I need to respond to 
whatever he speaks. I really don’t believe I will hear more if I am not 
willing to act on what he is already saying.
 
“I hid not my face…” 

Listening to God is key for inner transformation, as well as outward 
ministry. God wants me, when I am prepared, to face my enemies head-
on. Oftentimes these have been “inner” enemies—interior dark places 
I would rather avoid. It can be extremely painful to face these hidden 
enemies. But he wants me to face that which holds me in bondage, 
whether it is fear, insecurity, lies, or difficult people.

Throughout this process, my tender, loving Abba is always moving me 
toward wholeness in Christ in order that I may live out of his joyous 

Scripture Reading:

Isaiah 50:4-7 (RSV)

The Lord GOD has given 

me the tongue of those who 

are taught, that I may know 

how to sustain with a word 

him that is weary. Morning 

by morning he wakens, he 

wakens my ear to hear as 

those who are taught. 

The Lord GOD has opened 

my ear, and I was not 

rebellious, I turned not 

backward…I hid not my face 

from shame and spitting. 

For the Lord GOD helps 

me; therefore I have not 

been confounded; …and I 

know that I shall not be 

put to shame. 

Knowing the voice of the Lord
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freedom. Abba’s inner whispers are meant to direct me, and thankfully, 
he knows exactly how this needs to happen and how much I can bear at 
any given time. He is extremely gentle in the process.

God has taught me much about listening to him, and yet I find that I 
can still struggle with hearing correctly. I recall one morning having a 
very candid conversation with God: “How do I know if this is really you? 
Could you please speak more clearly so I can be certain?” I waited for an 
answer and was only aware of silence. Not getting an answer, I decided to 
go about my day. Later that morning, as I was working in my kitchen, a 
sentence popped into my mind: “You don’t need to hear more clearly, you 
need to believe what you already hear.”

I knew that was God’s answer, spoken once again in his time and his way, 
as I continued on the life-long path of listening like one being taught.

• How do you discern the voice of God? 
• Have you sensed God speaking to you at times and then you’ve not 

acted on it? Why did you not act?
• In the future, how can you respond more positively to his whispers?

Patty Metcalf is married to Sam Metcalf, president of CRM. They have two grown 
children and two grandchildren. Patty has a passion to see people intimately connect 
with God and knows that vibrant prayer is a crucial part of that connection. She leads 
prayer ministry throughout CRM. 
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Jesus and His disciples met a blind man near the temple, probably 
droning the beggar’s plea: “O tenderhearted, by me gain merit.” The 

Pharisees viewed him with contempt: “You were steeped in sin at birth!” 
(v. 34). The Rabbis traced physical disease to moral causes: “...the sick is 
not healed, till all his sins are forgiven.” Jews blind from birth could not 
recite Shema, the centerpiece of Jewish faith: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD 
our God is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart…” (Deut. 
6:4). Some tried magical cures, tying a cord to themselves and a dog. 
After the dog ate meat on a dunghill from seven houses, Rabbis untied 
the cord, intoning: “Let the blindness…pierce the eyeballs of the dog!” 
They said blindness continued into Sheol: “...every man would appear 
after death exactly as he had been in life, whether blind, dumb, or halt-
ing…afterwards God would heal.” 

Imagine this man’s burdens! He stumbled along the stone streets of 
Jerusalem, bumped into walls, fell, and constantly needed help, even 
going to the toilet. He endured jeers and pranks from cruel children. 
He received little respect and was not treated with dignity. He begged 
because his parents were poor—perhaps from caring for him! He 
could not recite Shema. Unable to see impurities, he could not enter 
the temple. Possibly he tried superstitious cures. Even after death he 
anticipated further blindness. The idea that God punished him for his 
or his parents’ sin led to guilt, resentment against his parents, or anger 
toward God. 

Then Jesus’ words came like a refreshing breeze. 

 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned…this happened so that the 
work of God might be displayed in his life.” “Not my fault? Nor my 
parents’?” Guilt, resentment, and despair dissipated like fog in the 
morning sun. “My blindness, an opportunity for God’s work?” Cautiously, 
hope dawned. 

Scripture Reading:

John 9:1-3 (NIV)

As he went along, he saw a 

man blind from birth. His 

disciples asked him, “Rabbi,  

who sinned, this man or his 

parents, that he was born 

blind?” “Neither this man 

nor his parents sinned…this 

happened so that the work 

of God might be displayed 

in his life.” 

An opportunity for God’s work
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In 1998 I was diagnosed with cancer. With five relapses, I dreaded 
stronger and stronger chemotherapy treatments. Jesus met me as I 
contemplated him: “If you can use this cancer for your glory, it’s worth it. 
Your glory is more important than my comfort.” 

He infused me with divine strength. Through God’s grace, people’s 
prayers, and the National Institutes of Health, I am now cancer-free. 
Many were inspired as they watched God’s grace carry me. He received 
glory, and I rejoice!

• Reflect on some of your “misfortunes.” Do you see them as divine 
judgments or divine opportunities?  

• Imagine yourself as the blind man in the text. How would you feel?  
What would Jesus’ words mean to you?  

• Have you ever prayed for freedom from pain, but it didn’t come? 
Ask Jesus: “What are you saying to me through this story?”

Mike Crow and his wife, Katie, live and serve in Southeast Asia. 
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I’ve never felt at ease around the homeless people I’ve encountered. 
When I’ve gone to soup kitchens and rescue missions to serve a meal, 

I often stay safely behind the kitchen counter where I don’t really have to 
interact with anyone on a personal level. My attention is focused more on 
the differences that separate me from them than on anything we might 
have in common. At other times, I avert my gaze while being acutely 
aware that a person in need is asking for help on the side of the street or 
at a freeway exit. I feel uncomfortable and pretend not to see them.

Lately, I’ve found that my heart is turning…

Over the past year, I have had several opportunities both at home and 
abroad to participate in “Urban Plunge” experiences and be among those 
who are homeless, destitute, and living on the edge. These immersion 
experiences have challenged me to take a look at the state of my heart 
and my biases and assumptions about people, the world, and even God. 
Recently, at a local rescue mission, I still found myself struggling to 
relate, resistant to drawing near, and more aware of the differences than 
the similarities. I wept over the rigidity of my heart. 

But when I stopped focusing on my own discomfort and became more 
fully present with the person before me, my heart turned. Only then did I 
hear in the stories and see in the eyes looking back at me another human 
being on a journey similar to my own. I can relate with pain, loss, and a 
desire to be loved and to belong. 

These themes are common to the human experience, and when I am 
in touch with these parts of myself, it becomes easier to relate to others, 
regardless of how different they may seem. Mercy and compassion 
flow out of a deep awareness of my own vulnerabilities because Jesus, 
who sees me, is fully acquainted with the groans and longings of my 
human heart. 

Scripture Reading:

Hebrews 4:14-16 (MSG)

Now that we know what 

we have—Jesus, this great 

High Priest with ready 

access to God—let’s not let 

it slip through our fingers. 

We don’t have a priest who 

is out of touch with our 

reality. He’s been through 

weakness and testing, 

experienced it all—all but 

the sin.  So let’s walk right 

up to him and get what he 

is so ready to give. Take the 

mercy, accept the help.

In touch with reality,
acquainted with our pain
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The author of Hebrews proclaims, “We don’t have a priest who is out 
of touch with our reality. He’s been through weakness and testing, 
experienced it all—all but the sin. So let’s walk right up to him and get 
what he is so ready to give. Take the mercy, accept the help.” 

As one called to be the hands and feet of Jesus, I want to be someone 
who has embraced my own weakness. I want to be like Jesus, someone 
who others can walk right up to and find mercy and help.

• With what areas of your life do you feel uncomfortable going to 
Jesus? As you meditate on this passage, what would it be like for      
you to “walk right up to him” to find mercy and grace with these 
areas of your life?          

• Who in your life do you find it difficult to show mercy and            
compassion toward?

• What would it take for you to become someone others feel safe        
to “walk right up to” and find mercy and help?

Lily Chou is a member of the Staff Development and Care Team. She lives in Málaga, 
Spain, offering counseling and care to CRM’s overseas missionaries.
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Our sons, Logan and Jordan, repeatedly ask us to tell and retell the 
stories of their births. They gleefully gobble up our recount of the 

events and our inexpressible joy. Photos from those days often pop up 
on my screen saver and I still get choked up to recall the emotions—the 
passions—of those two days. 

Several years later…well, our lives are filled with soccer, swim lessons, 
the park, scrapes, messes, squabbles and sniffles. The elation of the days 
they arrived is not gone, but it comes in and out like a tide. Yet, a much 
deeper passion has germinated and broken ground, but is rarely very 
demonstrative. This passion is more resolute, stalwart; it’s less rooted 
in emotion and more a committed resolve for their best. We enjoy and 
anticipate their maturation spiritually, emotionally, mentally and even 
physically. Our prayer is that they grow into whole mature young men 
who face life, leaning into all God has for them. 

This passion is not usually emotionally intense, but it is more lasting. 
Through the joy of the recent school play and the frustration of another 
scuff on the wall, we are growing in our understanding of God’s passion 
toward us—deeper than emotion, more resolute than circumstance. 
 
In societies of instant gratification, we often expect and even demand 
that God respond immediately to our expectations. Of course, he rarely 
does. Our hearts wonder if he loves us, really loves us. Isaiah’s complex 
book tells us in chapter 42 about God’s passion toward his people. It isn’t 
about flash emotion, but about the non-wavering resolute love of God 
to complete all he has promised toward us. The words at the beginning 
of the passage remind us that our Lord’s love is not compromising; his 
intention is not negotiable. 

The lyric of verse 14 is profound: “like a woman in childbirth I cry out, 
I gasp, I pant.” This is a passion that has been restrained, one that has a 

Scripture Reading:

Isaiah 42:14-16 (NIV)

For a long time I have kept 

silent, I have been quiet and 

held myself back. But now, 

like a woman in childbirth, 

I cry out, I gasp and pant. 

I will lay waste the moun-

tains and hills and dry up all 

their vegetation; I will turn 

rivers into islands and dry 

up the pools. I will lead the 

blind by ways they have not 

known, along unfamiliar 

paths I will guide them; I 

will turn the darkness into 

light before them and make 

the rough places smooth. 

These are the things I will 

do; I will not forsake them. 

Remembering the 
heart of God



CRM EMPOWERING LEADERS
1240 N. Lakeview Ave #120, Anaheim, CA 92807  |  (714) 779-0370  |  www.crmleaders.org

birthdate of its own. As we face life, frustrated at the seeming victory 
of injustice, the Lord gives us a glimpse into his journal, his songbook. 
He expresses not proper theology, but his heart, his passion, his 
resolute commitment that will be completed, and one day will be 
unleashed. From despot leaders, cancer, crime, broken relationships, 
and dreams never realized, we can forget; our weak heart’s memory 
becomes discouraged. 

May God write the truth of his heart’s passion for us on our hearts, and 
may we remind each other of it regularly and live lives that are passionate 
toward him and those he loves.

• In what circumstance are you struggling to remember that the Lord 
is passionate for you?

• What events from your past remind and encourage your heart that 
he is passionate for you?

• How might God be calling you to live more intimately with him so 
that you can more fully experience his passion for you?

Mike Brantley and his wife, Susanne, live and serve with their two sons in New Or-
leans, LA. Mike gives leadership to Communitas, a network of communities reaching 
those who find themselves outside the reach of the traditional church.
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On January 26, 2001, a drunken Japanese man fell onto the tracks 
at a Tokyo commuter station. Two men immediately jumped down 

to rescue him, but an oncoming train struck and killed all three. The 
incident pricked the conscience of a whole nation when it became known 
that one of the would-be rescuers, 26-year-old Lee Soo Hyun, was a 
South Korean national who had come to Japan as a student. The event 
raised the question, “Why would an outsider like Mr. Lee risk his life 
attempting to save an enemy?” 

Historical relations between Japan and Korea seethe with animosity. 
Most recently, Koreans suffered under Japan’s occupation of their 
homeland from 1910-1945. Today, more than a half million people 
in Japan live as second-class citizens because they are descendents of 
Koreans forcefully transferred to Japan during that period, often as slave 
labor, including Mr. Lee’s grandfather. The Christ-like act of sacrifice 
by Mr. Lee (apparently not a professing Christian) will not fade away 
quickly. Four years after Mr. Lee’s death, organizers in South Korea and 
Japan joined hands to produce a biographical movie on Mr. Lee, We Will 
Not Forget You,

The Father called Jesus not only to die on behalf of us sinners, but also 
to suffer for us, his enemies. As adopted children of the King, we rightly 
bask in the warmth of God’s mercy. Yet might we not experience more 
powerfully the expanse of his grace by often reflecting on the incompara-
ble suffering Jesus endured for us in our enemy state—before he “brought 
us into the Kingdom of the Son he loves”? (Col. 1:13) 

Think of it! We flogged him…he washes our sins away! We spat on him…
he loves us! We deemed him worthless…he pays the ultimate price for 
us! We treated the King like dirt…he gives us a royal welcome! We were 
utterly helpless, downright unworthy, intrinsically sinful, profoundly 

Scripture Reading:

Romans 5:6-8 (NASB)

For while we were still 

helpless, at the right time 

Christ died for the ungodly. 

For one will hardly die for 

a righteous man; though 

perhaps for the good man 

someone would dare even to 

die. But God demonstrates 

His own love toward us, 

in that while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us.

 

Willing to suffer,
willing to die
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hopeless, intensely rebellious. To such a person—you, me, everyone—
Jesus, the Suffering Servant, comes at just the right time to offer deliv-
erance from the prison of sin, despair, and self-reliance. Likewise, if we 
endure hardship in spreading this Good News as human history unfolds 
relentlessly toward its climax, our suffering is ripe with meaning, never 
in vain, because it lives out the heart of the One who accepted the role of 
Sufferer…even for his enemies.

The challenge: how will we walk in the footsteps of our willing-to-suffer, 
willing-to-die master? What does it mean to share his sufferings? (1 Pet. 
4:13) The cross can become the core of our passion as we honestly rec-
ognize our sin that made it necessary and give ourselves to “jump on the 
tracks” if necessary so that others might come to know the cross.

• How did you, as Jesus’ enemy, cause him to suffer? What do you 
want to say to him?

• How are you experiencing the friendship with God that Jesus has 
given you?

• Do you have an enemy you need to love, or a persecutor to whom 
you should reach out?

Roger Hederstedt and his wife, Julie, served in Japan since 1982. They now live in 
Colorado and oversee CRM’s ministries in Southeast Asia. They have two adult sons, 
Steve and Eric.
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The first half of 1990 was filled with a transition that marked the 
end of an already difficult five-year period. We were church planting 

in Venezuela and serving as missionaries with a Spanish-language Bible 
college. After living in Western Australia for four years, we had a crisis 
to trump all our other crises. The Australian government claimed that 
Marian’s new passport had been “issued illegally” and asked that she 
return it just one week before we were ticketed to fly out. There was 
confusion over the registration of her birth in Dutch New Guinea and, 
according to them, she had no nationality. She was rendered “stateless” 
and in need of naturalization in order to become a citizen. 

Fortunately, God had rekindled our passion to serve him regardless of 
place, even if it wasn’t going to be in our beloved South America. We 
persevered and God supernaturally intervened with the paperwork, but 
never before had we felt so seared with the sense of rejection on earth 
and Christ’s invitation to live “heavenward.”

The apostle Paul had developed and passed on a pattern of passionate 
living fired by purpose to have Christ fulfilled in all his life. His example 
was counter-cultural and it broke so many of the norms of his day. He 
demonstrated how we can break free from the world’s deception that can 
destroy us. In contrast to the world’s system, Christ’s transforming power 
takes us to a new level of living. 

Even as Christ sought to fulfill his Father’s purpose with great passion 
and pursued the goal of redeeming humankind, so we also need to 
entrust every day in the passionate destiny he has given us. What a hope, 
what a dream, what a possibility realized to break through the tape at the 
end of the race to find that we have been made like him! So with great 
abandonment, perseverance and eagerness he went to the cross, and in 
like manner we are called to give up our all, for the passion of his call to 
heavenly citizenship.

Scripture Reading:

Philippians 3:17-20 (NIV)

Join with others in following 

my example, brothers, and 

take note of those who live 

according to the pattern 

we gave you. For, as I have 

often told you before and 

now say again even with 

tears, many live as enemies 

of the cross of Christ. Their 

destiny is destruction, their 

god is their stomach, and 

their glory is in their shame. 

Their mind is on earthly 

things. 

But our citizenship is in 

heaven. And we eagerly 

await a Savior from there, 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who, 

by the power that enables 

him to bring everything 

under his control, will 

transform our lowly bodies 

so that they will be like his 

glorious body. 

 

Called to a passionate life
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• How are you being tempted to live according to the world’s pattern 
rather than Christ’s?

• How might your life change if you took more seriously your heavenly 
citizenship?

• Ask God for the transformation that will allow you to live passion-
ately each day as you await the coming of our Savior.

Ben Bakker and his wife, Marian, live in Hillsboro, OR and serve on the Hispanic 
Ministries Team. They have three children: Reuben, Carissa, and Julian.   
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It is guessed that the Hebrews wrote this psalm while exiled in 
Babylon. For 70 years they were deprived of their ability to make the 

traditional sacrifices and worship in the temple. Their faith was scorned 
and ridiculed, and their state of slavery made it seemingly obvious to 
them that God had abandoned them. 

Many people today can identify with the deep longing and lament of this 
psalm. In observing the world around us, it is obvious we are not living in 
the “promised land.” Poverty, injustice, sickness, wars, famine, and death 
are all reminders that we are separated from our true home and the full-
ness of God. So we long for something more—a better place, and most of 
all, intimacy with the triune God. 

The whole Lenten story is about God’s bold action to restore us. Jesus’ 
suffering and death on the cross took away the barrier of our sin so that 
he could offer us the fulfillment of our hearts’ desire. But often to our 
surprise, even though we’ve received the gift of God’s love in Jesus, we 
still feel a deep longing.

At a recent retreat for church leaders, a pastor of a large and apparently 
successful church shared how empty he felt in the deep recesses of his 
heart. Jim had trusted Christ as Lord and Savior in his teens and was 
assured of his standing with God, but the words of this psalm expressed 
his own longing for more. Ministry had become more of a job than the 
passionate mission it had initially been. His devotional times had become 
dry. Jim felt that time spent in Scripture and long periods invested in 
intercession were bouncing off the proverbial ceiling. Not connecting 
with God, he was beginning to wonder whether or not he was cut out 
for ministry at all.

Through the process of the retreat, Jim experienced Jesus’ call to know 
him more deeply in a way that would increasingly permeate his life. He 

Scripture Reading:

Psalm 42:1-4 (NASU) 

As the deer pants for the 

water brooks, So my soul 

pants for You, O God. My 

soul thirsts for God, for 

the living God; When shall 

I come and appear before 

God? My tears have been 

my food day and night, 

While they say to me all day 

long, “Where is your God?” 

These things I remember 

and I pour out my soul 

within me. For I used to go 

along with the throng and 

lead them in procession 

to the house of God. 

With the voice of joy and 

thanksgiving, a multitude 

keeping festival.  

 

The invitation to love
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was able to verbalize what he longed for, feel what such intimacy with 
God would be like, and glimpse how it would affect his life. He realized 
that he was, in fact, hungry and thirsty for a fresh encounter with Jesus—
and he surrendered to that longing. 

Jim began to add intentional times of silence after his study of the Bible 
and took day-long reflective retreats each month to learn to let his heart 
listen to God. He joined a group of pastors who shared openly about their 
relationship with Jesus, discovering how to cooperate with the deep work 
of God’s Spirit within them. Later Jim said, “I’ve realized that this painful 
longing I’ve felt is not a sign that something is wrong with me. Rather, 
it is evidence of God’s invitation to continue the journey deeper into his 
love. I am excited about the ongoing discovery!” 

• What do you long for? Is it a hunger for real life with God or for a 
feel-good substitute?

• What are the ways that God helps you to feel close to him, and how 
is he calling you to cooperate more often in these ways?

• Try to describe your longing for God. What metaphor or analogy 
would you use? What steps is he calling you to take to live in         
that longing?

Tom Ashbrook and his wife, Charlotte, live in Denver, CO. Tom leads CRM’s spiritual 
formation team, Imago Christi.
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We use the word “love” to represent many things. We say that we 
love ice cream, orlove a friend; we love golf or Christmas; we 

love our spouse and our children. The intensity and meaning of love is 
different in each of these instances. 

Twenty-three years ago when I was pregnant with our first child, people 
would say to me, “Your face is glowing.” I was carrying my own flesh and 
blood inside of me. I loved being pregnant. I loved feeling my child move 
inside me. She was with me all the time. My strong love and affection 
for her grew and grew before she was even born. I couldn’t see or touch 
her, but she was always with me. As the day of her birth arrived, I could 
hardly wait to hold her in my arms. Tears of joy, excitement, and relief 
came. I lavished my love on her. I wonder if this is an inkling of what 
Mary felt as she lavished her love on Jesus that day in Bethany. 

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus invited Jesus to their home and into their 
lives. I am sure that they longed to give the love back to Jesus that he 
showered on them the day he brought Lazarus back to life. Mary kneeled 
at Jesus’ feet and, in a moment of passionate love, poured a bottle of 
expensive perfume on his feet, she sacrificed what equaled a year of 
wages, and wiped his feet with her long hair. 

In Palestine, no respectable woman would appear in public with her hair 
unbound. That was a sign of an immoral woman. But Mary never thought 
of that and it didn’t matter. She was totally wrapped up in loving Jesus.  

I want to waste myself on Jesus like many did, giving Him my undivided 
attention. I want to seek his face, being generous in my heart and giving 
all that is dear to me. I want to give him back a small token of the love he 
has given me. 

Scripture Reading:

John 12:1-3 (NASB)

Jesus, therefore, six days 

before the Passover, came to 

Bethany where Lazarus was, 

whom Jesus had raised from 

the dead. So they made Him 

a supper there, and Martha 

was serving; but Lazarus 

was one of those reclining 

at the table with Him. 

Mary then took a pound of 

very costly perfume of pure 

nard, and anointed the feet 

of Jesus and wiped His feet 

with her hair; and the house 

was filled with the fragrance 

of the perfume.

 

Resting in God’s embrace
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After our daughter was born, I wanted to hold her little face in my hands 
and whisper words of love to her. I listened to her cooing as I held her 
close to my bosom. 

God is that way with us. He wraps us in his arms and loves us uncon-
ditionally. As we spend time together, beholding him and resting in his 
love, our hearts burn, our faces glow, and we are changed. The fragrance 
of His love never stops permeating our being. 

Samuel Rutherford once said, “There are many heads resting on 
Christ’s bosom, but there’s room for yours.” Will you crawl up into Jesus’ 
arms, lean into his breast, and hear the beat of his heart? Will you seek 
him alone?

• As you reflect on your relationship with God, are you comfortable 
or uncomfortable with this expression of intimate love for Jesus?

• How are you most apt to feel God’s passionate love for you?
• How will you lavish your love on him today?

Nancy McDowell and her husband, Dave, live in Bend, OR and serve on the Imago 
Christi Team.
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During the summer of 1994 a friend and I embarked on a cross- 
country bike ride—from the Atlantic to the Pacific coast. On a 

particular downhill coast I became overly inspired. Foregoing the fact 
that my bike, rider, and gear weighed in at nearly 300 lbs, I attempted an 
Appalachian “Tour de France” move and cruised rapidly around a curve 
passing my friend as I let out a “whoop.” Suddenly, I realized that my 
front pannier bag would not allow me to make the sharp turn I need-
ed. I hit gravel on the shoulder and flew down into a small ditch. I was 
confident that I could still recover. It was then that I heard a crack. My 
front wheel had hit a large rock and collapsed; the fork had dug into the 
ground and I flew through the air. 

After the dust settled, I found myself propped up by a bush, wearing a 
cracked helmet and a light scratch on my knee. I sat there pondering, 
“Whew! You’re safe. Stick to riding around the neighborhood. Man, 
you’re bike is almost destroyed. Don’t push it, Randy. You’ve seen enough 
in a short period to last you a lifetime.” I came within centimeters of 
almost being satisfied with that. Fortunately, I made the decision to fix 
the bike and press on. 

What I then experienced was nothing short of majestic and almost too 
much for words; a true feast from God’s creation. The ensuing journey 
allowed me to drink from the river of His creative delights! I experienced 
a new dimension of God.

In my spiritual walk with God, I’ve been tempted to think the same safe 
way I did after my wreck: “God loves me, I’m saved, I’m safe, don’t push 
it… I’m satisfied.” But the psalmist takes us beyond the safe and the 
secure into the deeper waters of intimacy and satisfaction with God. 
You may have already recognized God’s steadfast love and been given 
entry into the refuge of the shadow of his wings, his salvation. That’s 

Scripture Reading:

Psalm 36:7-9 (NASB)

How precious is Your 

lovingkindness, O God! 

And the children of men 

take refuge in the shadow 

of Your wings. They drink 

their fill of the abundance 

of Your house; and You give 

them to drink of the river 

of Your delights. For with 

You is the fountain of life; in 

Your light we see light. 

 

Pressing in for abundance
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not the issue. The issue is, “Are you really satisfied solely with this 
wonderful beginning?” 

There is a whole other dimension to our spiritual life manifested in 
the extensive abundance available to us as God’s children. We don’t have 
to settle for the same old solutions to our challenges, our parenting, 
or our marriages, or try to squeeze out inspiration from past spiritual 
experiences. Even when life offers us a drink from the bitter cup, there is 
another source from the river of God’s delights where we can satisfy our 
longings and desires. 

So eat of God’s abundance, kneel down and drink in his delights, and live 
life with holy abandon and passion! Keep pedaling; 
you might truly enjoy the rest of the journey.

• What abundance and delights are missing in your life?
• What issues, persons, or circumstances are blocking the flow of 

God’s abundant life for you?
• In what practical ways can this abundance and delight splash over 

onto those surrounding you?

Randy Gonzales and his wife, Doralicia, live and serve in Málaga, Spain. They have
two daughters, Abigail and Sophia.
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San Francisco, CA, at the corner of 16th Street and Shotwell: Jesus, 
in the form of a young Black woman, probably close to my age, was 

laying literally half-naked on the sidewalk, about ten feet from me. As 
I watched, she moaned and stirred, but I didn’t stop. I walked by. If I 
stopped I would be late for work, and for some reason that morning, 
being a bank teller seemed more important than being a good neighbor.
  
Does this story sound familiar? Something about a man robbed on the 
road when a priest and a teacher of the law pass by, but a lowly Samar-
itan stops to help? I have been in Sunday School as long as I have been 
alive. I went to a Christian college and have been a missionary for seven 
years. You would think some of the basics—love God and your neighbor; 
be like the Good Samaritan, not the busy Levite and teacher—would have 
rubbed off. It seems so obvious: when you see someone who needs help, 
you get off your donkey and bind their wounds. You be a good neighbor 
like the Samaritan. Yet, there she was, Jesus in the form of a woman lay-
ing on the road needing help, and somehow I missed the opportunity.
 
I would like to say that after that time the young bank teller learned her 
lesson and has since learned profound truths about obedience and trust 
in the Lord, but unfortunately, I haven’t. Seven years later and I am on 
the other side of the world as a missionary, but most days, I still don’t get 
it. It is so easy to be busy and to rush by what God is doing; to miss the 
point of all the work that God did on the cross completely. But like Elijah, 
I find God more in the still small voice whispering trickles of compassion 
that wouldn’t otherwise find its way into my miserly soul, and in well-
springs of grace that are completely out of proportion to how badly I have 
missed the point, yet again.
 
Maybe there are areas of your life where you too have missed the point. 
Maybe in an opportunity to serve Jesus in the distressing guise of the 

Scripture Reading:

Romans 5:15-16 (REB)

But God’s act of grace is 

out of all proportion to 

Adam’s wrongdoing. For 

if the wrongdoing of one 

man brought death upon 

so many, its effect is vastly 

exceeded by the grace of 

God and the gift that came 

to so many by the grace of 

the one man, Jesus Christ. 

And again, the gift of God 

is not to be compared in 

its effect with that one 

man’s sin; for the judicial 

action, following on the one 

offence, resulted in a verdict 

of condemnation, but the 

act of grace following on so 

many misdeeds, resulted in 

a verdict of acquittal. 

 

Adventures in
missing the point
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poor? Maybe in neglect of your family for something unimportant? May-
be by time spent in ways that do not reflect your God-given priorities?

• Share with Jesus the “missed point” areas that come to mind.
• Imagine Jesus’ loving and forgiving response, completely out 

of proportion to how badly you have messed up. Imagine his 
grace literally washing over you like a waterfall so that you are    
completely enveloped by his love. How do you respond?

• How might Jesus’ passion for the materially and spiritually        
needy become more your passion in action? Where does he       
direct your focus?

Sam Baker-Evens served with InnerCHANGE in Phnom Penh, Cambodia with her 
husband, Chris, and sons, Patrick and Isaac. They are now based in Philadelphia, PA.
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The job of the U.S. Ambassador in Cambodia is to advance the 
interests and values of the U.S. government. For 12 years I have 

lived in Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s capital, where our U.S. Ambassador 
resides, but I have never met him. In the past, there have been times 
when I have been irritated that I’ve never had that opportunity, but 
realistically I’m not among those who are his primary focus. 

In Cambodia, the U.S. has one ambassador, but in God’s Kingdom, this 
passage indicates that all of us who are followers of Jesus are his rep-
resentatives. As such, we also are entrusted with the responsibility and 
privilege of representing the Kingdom and values of the One we serve. 
One of those primary functions, according to 2 Corinthians, is to plead 
with people to “come back to God!”  

It may be the first time someone hears this call—a call to God’s saving 
and transforming grace. Or it could be a call that reveals the need for 
resubmission to the Sovereign. It may be a plea for influence over a par-
ticular area of life—one’s thoughts, motivations, actions, or relationships. 

In the time I’ve lived in Cambodia, my role as an ambassador has 
periodically changed. When my children were toddlers, I was the main 
representation of Christ to them. Later, I became that to those who lived, 
served, and visited in our home. I am hopeful that they saw and heard the 
appeal of a faithful ambassador of Jesus through my life. 

While our calling as a team in Cambodia has been to the poor, I’ve expe-
rienced the Holy Spirit leading me during these years to be the ambassa-
dor of Christ to a variety of different “nations,” consisting of people that 
few were willing to serve. Sometimes those were expatriate children in 
Sunday school. At other times, it was my teammates. Later, it was junior 
high students and their parents. Then at another time, it was newcomers 

Scripture Reading:

2 Corinthians 5:20-21 (NLT)

So we are Christ’s ambas-

sadors; God is making his 

appeal through us. We speak 

for Christ when we plead, 

“Come back to God!” For 

God made Christ, who 

never sinned, to be the 

offering for our sin, so that 

we could be made right 

with God through Christ.

 

Calling people 
back to God
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to the city.  Lately, my favorite people to “be Christ to” are the moto taxi 
drivers I meet and the coffee baristas at the local gas station coffee shops. 

Invariably when I meet any of these individuals, my presence in their life 
seems to occur at that exact time God has planned. For some, it may be 
the first and only glimpse they will ever see of the risen Christ. Therefore, 
I need to represent him well. In God’s dominion, there is no trickle-down 
effect from the highest ranks to the common people. Social status and 
position are really of little consequence in the pecking order of Jesus’ 
Kingdom. As we act as Christ’s ambassadors, we are effective if everyone 
sees the face of Jesus gently and persuasively appealing to them, in one 
way or another. 

• To whom are you uniquely an ambassador for Christ? Who are the 
people to whom God has asked you to reflect the reality of his Son? 

• As you relate to these people, is there anything keeping you from 
making that appeal to “come back to God”?

• What would you like to see happen as a result of serving as an 
ambassador of Jesus to these people? In other words, when your job 
is finished, what will have transpired for the One who sent you to 
consider your job “well done”?

Lisa Everitt has lived with her husband, Dave, and their children, Malachi and Mary, 
in Phnom Penh since 1994. It’s safe to say that all four of them have “grown up” in 
Cambodia. Her desire is to see many people in Southeast Asia come back to God.
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February 13, 2000…a cold, frozen day in Budapest, Hungary, I 
remember it like it was yesterday. My wife, Debbie, had been very 

ill for three months and was essentially incapacitated. The doctors had 
just diagnosed her with Myalgic Encephalopathy (ME). Every day I was 
running like mad trying to care for her, maintain our household, and 
fulfill all my ministry responsibilities. Unable to do anything well because 
of all the demands coming from different directions, my frustration was 
growing. I felt lost as to how to focus my time and energy. Amidst the 
frustration, I sensed God calling me to seek him in silence. 

In these circumstances, I set aside a half day to pray and process. For 
some reason, I was drawn to climb a nearby hill. Despite my uncertainty 
about where exactly I was going, I managed to make it to the summit just 
before a heavy snow shower began. Thankfully, there was a cave where I 
could sit down and escape the snow.

As I sat there in prayer and deep thought, God spoke to me very clear-
ly: “Read Psalm 32.” I opened my Bible and read through the passage. 
The first half described David’s confession of sin and his joy in receiving 
forgiveness. I prayed through this, but it didn’t seem to be God’s specific 
message for me. Continuing on to verses 7-10, I found that this section 
contained a very direct word for the circumstances I faced. 

Reading those words provided an overwhelming sense of Jesus’ assurance 
that he would guide me step-by-step, day-by-day. I didn’t need to know 
the big plan. The key was to keep my eyes on him and seek his direction 
each morning for what I needed to do just for that day. Tomorrow be-
longed to him. In the same way I had wandered up the hill and found the 
cave just as it started snowing, Jesus would lead me steadily through this 
hard season. I realized that I didn’t want to be like a senseless, stubborn 
mule that needs a bit and bridle in the midst of hard circumstances to 
stay on the right path and seek God.

Scripture Reading:

Psalm 32:7-10  (NLT)

For you are my hiding 

place; you protect me from 

trouble. You surround me 

with songs of victory.  The 

Lord says, “I will guide you 

along the best pathway for 

your life. I will advise and 

watch over you. Do not 

be like a senseless horse 

or mule that needs a bit 

and bridle to keep it under 

control.” Many sorrows 

come to the wicked, but 

unfailing love surrounds 

those who trust the Lord.  

Surrounded by his
unfailing love
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That day, I experienced a great peace and comfort as I talked through 
this with Jesus. It has impacted my walk with him ever since. The Lord of 
all creation, who died on the cross and miraculously rose from the dead, 
loves me beyond comprehension and is more than able to guide and 
watch over me—even when the circumstances of life seem overwhelming 
and unbearable. He will lead me with the best pathway for my life and 
surround me with his unfailing love.

• Where are you feeling frustrated, lost, or even snowed under with the 
demands of life and ministry?

• Reread the Scripture text slowly several times, picturing Jesus as 
your hiding place, protector, and guide.  

• How is God calling you to be quiet and come to him this Lenten 
season? How will you respond to his call?

Bobby Booze and his wife, Debbie, have lived and served in Budapest, Hungary since 
1992. They helped to start Barnabas Csoport, CRM’s partner organization in Hungary.
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What greater quest can there be than for purpose? Our God alone 
has designs of purpose for every person, family, city, and nation—

even before birth, as this passage declares—resulting in a symphony of 
praise to “display his splendor.” 

Christian and Jewish commentators all agree that this passage refers to 
the coming Messiah. It is one of scores of passages that speak of God’s 
foreknowledge in sending his Son to bring hope and redemption to Israel 
and beyond. Israel had long since been given a mission—a mandate, 
even—to be a blessing to the nations (Genesis 12:2-3). It is a theme 
repeated over and over again throughout Scripture.  

God is intensely interested in everyone’s purpose—everyone from every 
tongue, tribe, and ethnic group. Why does Isaiah call the distant islands 
and nations to hear about the Christ in verse 1? It is not merely for their 
salvation, but also for the restoration of their own sense of purpose as a 
people, as the rest of the chapter explains.

Like many of us who are products of a highly individualistic culture, I 
used to think of my purpose as being nothing more than the fulfillment 
of my personal dreams and desires. When I came to understand that 
my relationship with Christ demanded more than this, I started looking 
for purpose in the intersection of my gifts and passions, in answer to 
some need. There is another level, however. My purpose is two-fold. It is 
shaped in my relationships with those in the body of Christ whom God 
has put me alongside, and it is also shaped in my relationships with those 
who do not yet know God and who I am called to reach.  

Purpose isn’t static. It is in motion like a constellation. Wherever God 
calls me, my purpose is to fulfill his sovereign desire for the redemption 
and restoration of the nations.

Scripture Reading:

Isaiah 49:1-3 (NIV)

Listen to me, you islands; 

hear this, you distant na-

tions: Before I was born the 

LORD called me; from my 

birth he has made mention 

of my name. He made my 

mouth like a sharpened 

sword, in the shadow of his 

hand he hid me; he made 

me into a polished arrow 

and concealed me in his 

quiver. He said to me, “You 

are my servant, Israel, in 

whom I will display my 

splendor.”  

Finding purpose in God’s
redemptive plan
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• How well-defined is your sense of purpose?
• To what extent does your sense of purpose include those around you 

and God’s redemptive plans for them? 
• How would you help others expand their sense of purpose from 

being solely self-focused to other-focused?

Lyle Thomas serves with his wife, Diana, and their three children in St. Petersburg, 
Russia, primarily ministering among and on behalf of orphans so these children can 
realize their God-given dreams and purposes.
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Street justice is a strange thing. Among San Francisco’s hardened 
homeless population where Pam and I minister, there is an almost 

bloodthirsty need to punish somebody—anybody—for even the slightest 
wrong committed. 

At the front of Golden Gate Park there is a small pond of stagnant, 
scummy water affectionately dubbed “Hepatitis Pond” by a few of our 
homeless friends. When a misguided street person commits a wrong 
against another person on the streets, he is quickly hauled away and 
tossed into the mossy backwaters of “Hepatitis Pond”—a soggy one-two 
punch of public humiliation and a stench that lingers for days to follow.

I often imagine Jesus being dragged down Haight Street and hastily 
tossed into the pond. Wrongly accused. Painfully mistreated. Publicly 
mocked. This is how his crucifixion would begin in our context, wet and 
reeking of a punishment the rest of us deserved. 

The poet-prophet Isaiah points toward a bruised and bloody Savior 
and links that image directly to us. To me. To you. Isaiah reminds us 
that we cannot look at a publicly scorned and tortured Jesus without 
remembering our own sinfulness. We are the ones who deserved to be 
tossed into “Hepatitis Pond.” 

How does Isaiah frame our “transgressions”?  Through the lens of calling. 
No greater than sheep, we are either bumbling fools or stubborn beasts: 
wandering off out of stupidity, or willfully turning to our own designs. 
We stray from our true calling, the enjoyment of life in the Kingdom of 
God, and stumble our way into our own misguided plans. 

Isaiah paints sin as an aimless wandering coupled with a willful turning 
away from obedience. When it comes to calling, I don’t want a shepherd. 

Scripture Reading:

Isaiah 53:4-6 (NASB)

Surely our griefs He 

Himself bore, and our 

sorrows He carried; yet we 

ourselves esteemed Him 

stricken, smitten of God, 

and afflicted. But He was 

pierced through for our 

transgressions, He was 

crushed for our iniquities; 

the chastening for our 

well-being fell upon Him, 

and by His scourging we are 

healed. All of us like sheep 

have gone astray, each of us 

has turned to his own way; 

but the LORD has caused 

the iniquity of us all to fall 

on Him. 

Surrendering our
self-centered agendas
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I like making my own plans. Doing my own thing. Setting my own 
agenda, arrogantly expecting God to keep up with it. Bad idea. 

The season of Lent reminds me of my self-centered agenda and calls me 
to turn back. It paints a picture of a Shepherd who was willing to obey a 
calling that carried him all the way to a torturous and degrading death. 
The good news is that our calling is not to the smelly pond of our sin and 
death, but to forgiveness and eternal life. And it is a gift that must be 
received and lived each day.

• How are people asked to pay for their crimes in your social context? 
• When have you turned away from God’s call and gone your          

own way?  
• What was that experience like for you?
• Is there a specific way that God is calling you right now that you    

are ignoring? What would it look like for you to go where he is 
leading you?

Darren Prince and his wife, Pam, served in San Francisco among the city’s chronically 
homeless population as a part of InnerCHANGE for years. They now live and serve in 
London with their three children, Jesse, Lucia, and Samuel.
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I am leaving in two days for a month back in the U.S. My days are filled 
with frantic activity, checking a myriad of small details off my to-do 

list, and things that must get done before I go. 

Jesus was also planning to go, and he spent time observing the Passover. 
He spent time remembering—looking back, looking forward. He spent 
time teaching and encouraging in an environment rich in symbols. What 
does the Scripture say? Eat the Passover. Keep the Passover. It is a 
ceremony to be taken in and held on to.

Passover is an amazing celebration. It started with God’s commands 
in Exodus 12, then the Rabbis added the tradition of man, then, after 
Jesus’ day, the Jews made changes in reaction to the Christian faith. This 
one ceremony developed over 4,000 years, and yet every part of it has 
a double meaning—one pointing back to a celebration of the Israelites’ 
freedom from Egyptian slavery, and one pointing forward to our 
redemption from slavery to sin. Everything about the celebration—God’s 
part and man’s part—points to Jesus, our Redeemer, the Lamb of God. 
My faith is strengthened every time I participate and see the hand of God 
acting throughout the centuries. No wonder Jesus took time to celebrate 
it with his disciples!

And I wonder, as special as the Passover is to me, did God design it for 
me? Or did he prepare it for Jesus, who would need extra strength, and 
extra confidence in his calling, just for the time when the road got very 
rocky? Remember that Jesus left the Passover and went straight to the 
garden, praying about the cup he was about to drink.

We can, and should, celebrate the Passover to remember the calling of 
Jesus and the path that God prepared for him centuries before he came. 
But I think we should also remember our personal calling and mark it 

Scripture Reading:

Matthew 26:17-19 (NASB)

Now on the first day of 

Unleavened Bread the 

disciples came to Jesus and 

asked, “Where do You want 

us to prepare for You to eat 

the Passover?” And He said, 

“Go into the city to a certain 

man, and say to him, ‘The 

Teacher says, “My time is 

near; I am to keep the Pass-

over at your house with My 

disciples.” ’ ” The disciples 

did as Jesus had directed 

them; and they prepared the 

Passover.

Remembering our
personal calling
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with symbol and ceremony. We should put the photos in an album, write 
the stories in a journal, even frame the journal entry and put it on the 
wall. Do things to mark and remember what God has done in our lives to 
get us this far, and bring out the memories when the road gets tough. 

When the calling seems faint, when the sacrifice seems too great, gather 
those you love and in God’s presence, rehearse the memories to gain 
strength for the journey.

• If you were to write a “Passover Story” for your life, what events 
would it include?

• What calling from God right now needs that kind of encouragement?
• Who has God given you to share your personal Passover celebration 

with that might need as much encouragement as you do? Ask God 
how to proceed  faithfully in his call for you to follow him.

Susan Smith and her husband, Mark, serve on the InnerCHANGE Cambodia Team, 
seeking to serve the urban poor. They have one daughter, Soriya. 
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There is a family with six children in our church. Martha, the 
mother, gets up at 5:00 in the morning and falls in bed at midnight. 

She loves and serves her children and is very happy with them. They are 
her gifts and calling. Their apartment is one of the hundred thousand 
apartments around Budapest, with nothing distinct about it. For this 
family, it is their home, their Eden. They try to keep Jesus in the center 
of their family. Many other families challenged her: “You kill yourself and 
let the family live poorly—six children in Hungary? Why don’t you try to 
work? You studied to be a doctor and now are wasting your life.” But she 
feels wealthy and proud.

One of many gifts God gave Adam was the Garden of Eden. It was a 
small place, but it was a large territory related to the size and abilities 
of Adam. It was not only a gift but a calling too. Eden was rich in trees 
to eat from, but there was a special one—the tree of life. Adam had the 
opportunity to eat daily from its fruit and live. There was only one tree he 
was not to eat from—a tree of unknown taste, of unknown possibilities, a 
test of obedience, a test of self-control, standing beside the tree of life.
 
This is our story too. God has entrusted all of us with gifts of calling and 
the gift of  Jesus in our daily lives. We can enjoy caring for our territory 
and living there with God. We must not care about things we don’t have; 
we need to rest in the abundance God created and gave to us. We can 
reach Jesus daily as we walk by God’s gifts and calling. Let us lift our 
hearts to him:

“Father, you are all around and in me, walking in my garden, shining 
in the sun, singing in the birds, behind the face of every man and 
woman I meet, and lying down with me at night.

“Jesus, you are all around and in me, walking in my garden, shining 
in the sun, singing in the birds, behind the face of every man and
woman I meet, and lying down with me at night.

Scripture Reading:

Genesis 2:15-17 (NIV)

The LORD God took the 

man and put him in the 

Garden of Eden to work it 

and take care of it. And the 

LORD God commanded the 

man, “You are free to eat 

from any tree in the garden; 

but you must not eat from 

the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil, for when you 

eat of it you will surely die.” 

Entrusted with gifts,
resting in abundance
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“Holy Spirit, you are all around and in me, walking in my garden, 
shining in the sun, singing in the birds, behind the face of every 
man and woman I meet, and lying down with me at night.

“I will rejoice and walk with you by my tree of temptations to reach 
the life you prepared for me today. I will rejoice and walk with you
today and offer all my deeds as I try to care for your gifts and calling.

“I will rejoice and walk with you today until I rest in your peace tonight.”

• Reflect upon the blessings God has placed in your life to nourish and 
support you.

• What are the temptations that distract you from your calling?
• Ask Jesus for the strength of his cross to guide and protect you.

Szabolcs Kerekes and his wife, Erika, serve with CRM Hungary. They have three 
children: Anna, Julia, and David.
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Recently I found myself struggling with a nasty case of a judgmental 
heart. Like an unwanted cold, it lingered on, and though I had 

confessed it to Jesus, it seemed reluctant to go. “What did Bob mean by 
that comment?” I would hear myself saying. Or, “I can’t believe Helen 
did that again without considering her children’s needs.” Day after day—
in spite of all the spiritual concoctions I’d tried—this nagging attitude just 
wouldn’t go away! 

Then one day as I was praying, the Holy Spirit seemed to give me a pic-
ture. I saw myself in a courtroom sitting behind a judge’s bench holding a 
gavel and wearing a black robe. As I sat there, judging those who were 
filing past, Jesus appeared. He walked up to the bench, took my hand, 
and led me down off the judge’s seat. I thought perhaps Jesus was going 
to take the seat himself, for surely he would be the perfect One to occupy 
that place. But Jesus did not take the bench. Instead, he led me onto the 
floor where I noticed a small towel tucked into his belt. As I looked into 
his eyes, I was deeply moved to see that he—the perfect, sinless Christ—
was showing me the remedy for my judgmental heart. He was calling me 
to follow him and become a servant, and in serving, to be set free. 

That day my outlook began to change. Every time Bob’s face came to 
mind, I saw Jesus with his towel humbly serving Bob and inviting me to 
serve him, too. This call to partner with Jesus was so sweet, so winsome, 
that the symptoms of judgmentalism began to dissolve as we served 
together, side by side. 

Of course, we know that Jesus’ service did not end with his washing the 
feet of the disciples; ultimately he went to the cross to wash the hearts of 
all humankind, a definitive act of service that cost him everything. Now, 
today—no matter where we are—we can be forgiven, washed completely 
clean. Then, because we want to be with him, we can say, “Yes!” to his 

Scripture Reading:

John 13:4-5 (NASB)

He [Jesus] got up from 

supper, and laid aside His 

garments; and taking a 

towel, He girded Himself. 

Then He poured water into 

the basin and began to wash 

the disciples’ feet and to 

wipe them with the towel 

with which He was girded.

An enduring 
connection to God
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partnership call. It will cost us everything. But in return we get him, 
everyday—a never-ending life of living with and being mentored by the 
greatest Servant ever—the One whose call sets us free. 

How will you respond to his call…not to serve from a place of religious 
expectation or duty, but to serve from an enduring connection to the One 
who first served you? 

• Invite the Lord to speak to you about your life, showing you any 
areas he would like to cleanse. Remember he is gentle in his love. 

• Ask Jesus where he might be inviting you to partner, to be a co-
servant with him to those he came to redeem. Who comes to mind?

• Tell Jesus how serving with him makes you feel. Perhaps it causes 
you to love him more or feel greater dependence.

Myra Perrine lives with her husband, Dan, in Upland, CA. She serves with CRM’s 
Coaches Learning Community.
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As a child I was invited by my friends to sing with the church choir. 
It was not part of our regular family life then to sing together, so for 

me it was a new experience to sing with others. The lyrics of some of the 
songs were direct commands to our hearts to praise God. First the choir 
just learned how to sing, then as Easter time got closer, we concentrated 
more on special songs to prepare for the celebration. 

After a while, we realized these special songs started to sound different. 
Through our own voices we started to hear a special message and melody 
that filled us with the Author. It was a great experience. It is so worth-
while to uplift our spirits. 

Seek the Lord and His strength; Seek His face continually. (v. 4)

Let us marvel in the Lord and his mighty power in our personal lives. In 
order to do this we need to remember: Who is my Lord? What did he do 
in my life in the past? This passage encourages all of us again: 

Remember His wonders which He has done. (v. 5)

To look for the gaze of God might be one of the hardest things to do in 
the grasp of the difficulties of life. Instead of cheap religious talk we must 
look into God’s eyes and connect together with his being. This is what he 
calls all of us to do. 

Behold, there is a place by Me, and you shall stand there on the rock. 
(Exodus 33:21)

It is only Jesus who can bring us into the presence of the Father. Let 
us strive to seek his face and praise him. He lives in the praises of his 
people. As we praise him we are changed from glory to glory.

Scripture Reading:

Psalm 105:4-5 (NASB)

Seek the LORD and His 

strength; Seek His face 

continually. Remember 

His wonders which He 

has done, His marvels 

and the judgments uttered 

by His mouth.

Looking into God’s eyes
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• Listen to your heart. When have you had an inner desire to        
praise God? What was the result in you?

• Who is the Lord for you? What has he done in your past to show      
you himself? 

• How might God be calling you to live more intimately with him      
so that his image and likeness may shine more fully in you?

Gábor Koves, after a nine-month battle with cancer, went home to be with Jesus 
on October 28, 2005. Survived by his wife, Anikó, and children, Bogi and Marko, 
Gábor was the first Hungarian national to serve as director of CRM Hungary 
(Barnabas Csoport).
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I have watched the televised inauguration of every American president 
since JFK in 1961. Most of the world is infatuated with these pageants 

of pomp, power, and personalities, even though not one of these 
presidents has really lived up to his lofty inaugural rhetoric.

Jesus’ inauguration was not announced nor well attended, and it went 
virtually unnoticed. In this passage, Jesus makes an incredibly concise 
inauguration speech, and every promise was gloriously fulfilled in his 
three-year ministry. Luke 4 spotlights Jesus walking slowly out of 40 
days of wilderness anonymity “in the power of the Spirit.” Jesus’ hidden 
years and 40 hidden days empowered him to live an eternally fruitful 
life. His hidden years were the surprising birthplace of true spiritual 
authority.

In quoting from Isaiah 61:1-2, Jesus announced his life-shattering 
ministry of relationship and power—not just of words. He announced 
that his healing was inclusive of all people—the sick and the handicapped, 
Jew and Gentile, woman and man, adult and child, rich and poor. Jesus 
proclaimed that he had come to restore—to fix something that had 
been broken. He proceeded to demonstrate such restorative power: he 
restored the woman whose life had been lost to hemorrhaging, the man 
whose hand had been withered, the daughter taken by fever, and the son 
snatched by disease. He restored needy people to wholeness.

Throughout most of my life, I have been critical and suspicious of 
people who didn’t seem to get better, who were hesitant to be healed, 
or who doubted promises of freedom. I often disdained the poor, the 
immobilized, and the spiritually weak. But recently, through a profound 
confrontation, I recognized the reality of my own resistance to the 
invitation of Jesus to share in such brokenness.

Scripture Reading:

Luke 4:14-19 (NIV)

Jesus returned to Galilee 

in the power of the Spirit, 

and news about him spread 

through the whole country-

side.... On the Sabbath day 

he went into the synagogue, 

as was his custom. And he 

stood up to read.... “The 

Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed 

me to preach good news to 

the poor. He has sent me to 

proclaim freedom for the 

prisoners and recovery of 

sight for the blind, to release 

the oppressed, to proclaim 

the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Embracing brokenness
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In this confrontation, I came face-to-face with my own sense of need and 
brokenness. I had minimized the abuse in my childhood and believed the 
lies of the Accuser who says others will never change. I had been crippled 
by pacts—forged in the distant past with the Enemy—that I had to rage 
and control to accomplish God’s will and receive the affirmation I craved. 
I had been blind to the extent of my own sin and handicaps, and I was 
reluctant to appropriate Christ’s power to overcome and bring healing.  

While intellectually embracing the words inaugurating Jesus’ ministry, I 
had been content with only a tiny experiential glimpse of Jesus’ promised 
power to transform my life. It was only when I genuinely embraced my 
own brokenness that I began to similarly embrace the transforming 
power of Jesus’ good news. I can now relate to how astonished his 
listeners were with his words and can understand a little of the exuberant 
joy the poor experienced as they were healed, fed, and befriended. I have 
begun to understand afresh the liberating power of the gospel for the 
diseased, the disabled, and the imprisoned. 

May God give us eyes to see with honesty our own condition so that 
the inaugural message of Jesus can be applied in our souls with living, 
relevant power.

• When you read through Jesus’ inaugural announcement of his 
ministry, how would you consider yourself a recipient of 
such ministry? 

• In your present journey, to what new dimension of relationship is 
Abba calling you in order that you might touch people with the 
inaugural power of the living Christ? 

• Is there a specific way that God is calling you right now that you are 
ignoring, minimizing, or doubting? What would it look like for you 
to step out to minister alongside Jesus in word, deed, and power? 
Where is Jesus leading you? 

Steve Hoke is a third-culture kid from Japan whose passion is to equip and encour-
age front-line workers to minister with spiritual authority in the difficult places of the 
world. He serves with CRM’s Body Life Leadership Team. Steve lives with his wife, 
Eloise, in Fort Collins, CO.



CRM EMPOWERING LEADERSDAY

L E N T  D E V O T I O N A L23

Sooner or later every Christian will experience something of 
this sense of desolation. It’s the desperate cry of a soul that has 

sacrificially responded in obedience to God’s call, but then found Him 
to be mysteriously absent. The depth of anguish comes more from this 
sense of abandonment than from the level of sacrifice required. The 
absence of the presence that we had so far understood to be his is too 
much to bear. 

Perhaps you have given up a lot to the Lord’s service and tragedy has 
struck. Maybe God’s deliverance hasn’t come as you prayed for, and the 
hardest thing is that God isn’t answering. Perhaps you are in one of those 
crises right now. 

A few years ago, I felt the Lord leading me to donate part of my liver to 
my father who was battling cancer. For the “reward” to my obedience, 
I experienced the worst tension of my marriage and additional surgery 
with numerous complications. I was told the surgery would keep me off 
the mission field. Then six months later, my father died; the transplant 
was just too late. 

In light of the apparent failure of my sacrifice, it seemed that God had 
left me on my own to decide if this had been the right thing to do. At one 
point, it seemed that I was being lowered into a well by a fraying rope. 
All I could do was listen to worship music and weep. I felt I deserved an 
answer and that God should have told me what to do. 

As the psalm records, when King David reached this point in his life, 
he made the irrational leap to declare his faith in God’s character and 
performance record. In the face of feeling completely abandoned by God, 
David surrendered himself to God in complete abandon. 

Scripture Reading:

Psalm 22:1-5 (NASB)

My God, my God, why have 

You forsaken me? Far from 

my deliverance are the 

words of my groaning. O my 

God, I cry by day, but You 

do not answer; and by night, 

but I have no rest. Yet You 

are holy…In You our fathers 

trusted…To You they cried 

out and were delivered; in 

You they trusted and were 

not disappointed.

Finding God in 
the forsaken
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When I felt that fraying rope snap, in that instant in the darkness, I found 
I was already standing on a solid dry Rock. In quoting this psalm from 
the cross, Jesus followed the example of David’s counterintuitive faith 
(Matt. 27:46). So shout it—through the pain, despite the fear and doubt. 
God is God. He is holy (v. 3). He does hear (v. 24). He is righteous; there 
is no wickedness in him (Ps. 92:15). 

The panic and fear of forsakenness is something you can never really be 
prepared for, and just as unexpected is a new sense of God’s presence 
and love in the midst of the darkness. He is there. He does hear. More 
than you know. More than you feel.

• Reread the Scripture text slowly several times, picturing the cross.
• Recall one of your moments of dereliction. 
• Open your heart to God again in that moment of darkness, and 

make the bold assertion of your faith in God, even though everything 
is screaming that he is not faithful.

Bill O’Byrne and his wife, Priscilla, have lived in St. Petersburg, Russia since 1993. 
They have four children. Bill serves on the St. Petersburg Team and with Imago 
Christi.
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Our son Todd’s suicide in November of 2005 catapulted us down 
an unfamiliar path and “relocated” us in a neighborhood Rex and 

I never would have chosen. On the contrary, this community chose us. 
Our son’s brief dance with disease (bipolar disorder) took us into a darker 
valley neither of us had ever experienced. As followers of Christ, “as 
children of light,” how were we to walk this path?

Psalm 88 describes the environment we found ourselves in. The chapter 
finishes with a poignant portrait: “You have taken my companions and 
loved ones from me; the darkness is my closest friend.” We resonate with 
his despair, but the cry of another rings through the annals of Scripture: 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Our suffering Savior’s 
question to his Father marks one of his last cries from Calvary’s cross. 
Jesus understands and empathizes with those who have been to dark 
places. His gaze is fixed on disciples who have been wounded by the 
brush of depression and anxiety—even suicide. He weeps for those 
outside the circle of faith who are desperate to find a thread of hope, 
those unaware that hope has a name—Emmanuel.  

How might our dark loss become light for others? Could this broken 
community be a place where Rex and I carry a torch of hope to enlighten 
someone else’s way? Yes. We are living in the affirmative of these 
penetrating questions. As the Holy Spirit gently guides us, we encounter 
those who are equally alarmed by the darkness enveloping them. 

Today, we find ourselves partnering with young adults who have no 
God-compass to help direct their way through the pitch blackness of 
mental illness. I come alongside, listen, and cry with Phyllis, Robbi, and 
Suzanne. They have lost sons and husbands to this “permanent solution 
to a temporary problem.” Rex volunteers at a continuation high school 
for kids who have fallen through the cracks of the school system. We 
have been  part of two suicide prevention presentations at this school, 

Scripture Reading:

Ephesians 5:8-14 (NIV)

For you were once darkness, 

but now you are light in the 

Lord. Live as children of 

light (for the fruit of light 

consists in all goodness, 

righteousness and truth) 

and find out what pleases 

the Lord. Have nothing to 

do with the fruitless deeds 

of darkness, but rather 

expose them. For it is 

shameful even to mention 

what the disobedient do in 

secret. 

But everything exposed by 

the light becomes visible, 

for it is the light that makes 

everything visible. This is 

why it is said, “Wake up, 

O sleeper, rise from the 

dead, and Christ will 

shine on you.”

Offering light
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where students are in the high-risk zone for this type of tragedy. Rex has 
befriended the younger brother of a “victim” who is still wondering why 
it wasn’t him who jumped off the bridge. Recently, Rex met 17-year-old 
Mikey, who lost his mom the Friday before Mother’s Day. 

Rex and I offer little advice; we simply provide a listening ear and a 
shoulder to lean on. Evangelism? Maybe. The fruit of light and what 
pleases the Lord? Without question. With tears in our eyes, we can feel 
the warm glow of Christ’s light on our backs. 

• Can you recall a crisis experience that forced you to re-think 
your understanding of God and how you relate to him?

• Are you currently coming alongside someone whose life circum-
stances have moved you toward a new urgency in prayer?

• Nineteenth century poet Rainer Maria Rilke writes: “Be patient 
toward all that is unresolved in your heart; try to love the questions 
themselves.” Take a moment to be transparent with the Lord. Give 
words (or cries) to your questions and doubts, and allow God to 
graciously minister to you.

Connie Kennemer and her husband, Rex, live in San Diego, CA, where they minister 
to communities suffering from the effects of mental illness. They have been on CRM 
staff for over 25 years.
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An entitlement mentality that screams, “I deserve it all! Nothing is 
my responsibility. I want it all!” constantly surrounds and bombards 

us. It comes in different forms and intensities—sometimes loud and 
other times soft and subtle—but it permeates most of the cultures in the 
globalized, developed world. Author Evelyn Underhill says, “We mostly 
spend our lives conjugating three verbs: to want, to have, and to do. 
Craving, clutching, and fussing…we are kept in perpetual unrest.”

Jesus had kingly rights and privileges, but this passage highlights that 
he gave up all for our sake. How could he relinquish his godly power 
and prerogatives, trading the glories of being in perfect communion 
with the Father for the bickering, selfishness, and shortsightedness of 
a broken humanity?

When I left for Asia to serve as a missionary, Jesus asked me to give 
up the comforts of home, family, childhood friends, a home church, 
and the security of being surrounded by those who loved me. I gave up 
living in an English-speaking environment and had to learn everything 
all over again. This was extremely humiliating for me, as I was used to 
being a capable, functioning adult. And I’ve been through such a process 
three times…first living in Japan, then in Indonesia, and most recently 
in Singapore.  

This Scripture describes the end result of Christ’s humility when every 
knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. Even though that day in its fullness is yet to 
come, I had a small taste of this heavenly dynamic while in Japan. 

Mrs. Tanaka and I covenanted together to reach our neighbors through 
prayer, Bible readings, and showing care for each other in practical ways. 
When we met each week, it was a challenge for me to function in the 
Japanese language. After one such gathering, Mrs. Tanaka ordered sushi 

Scripture Reading:

Philippians 2:5-11 (NLT)

Your attitude should be the 

same that Christ Jesus had. 

Though he was God, he did 

not demand and cling to 

his rights as God. He made 

himself nothing; he took the 

humble position of a slave 

and appeared in human 

form. And in human form 

he obediently humbled 

himself even further by 

dying a criminal’s death on 

a cross…so that at the name 

of Jesus every knee will 

bow…and every tongue will 

confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God 

the Father.  

Giving up our rights
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for all of us to share. Then she blurted out, “Lori, I forgot you’re not 
Japanese. Can you eat sushi?” Then she giggled and said, “You aren’t an 
American to me, and I am not Japanese. We are both citizens of heaven 
and work toward our heavenly country.” I was so pleased that she saw me 
as a partner and friend instead of the foreigner.

Christ’s act of humility in giving up his rights continues to challenge 
me today as it did more than 20 years ago when I first moved to Asia.  
With each transition, Jesus has gently and clearly asked me to give up 
something, and each time it has been worth it.  No matter where he takes 
me, he remains my example of how to serve and divest myself of my 
prerogatives in order that many others can bow their knees in allegiance 
to the risen Lord.

• What rights and personal privileges are most likely to get in the 
way of your pursuit of Jesus?

• How would you go about aligning attitudes and actions to match 
Christ’s example in this passage in Philippians? 

• Can you visualize what the scene may look like when every nation, 
every people group bows before Jesus? Take a moment now to pray 
for the nations.

Lori Webb lives in Seattle, WA along with her husband, Keith, and children, Benjamin 
and Jessica. She has been a CRM missionary for over 20 years.
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Despite my surroundings of lush foliage in a tropical region, it was 
evident to me that I was walking in a very cracked desert. The 

destruction of the 2004 tsunami in Indonesia was still everywhere—
rubble in places where a house once stood, mentally unstable youth who 
paced the beach, vacant hearts who saw their whole lives swept away. 

During my time as an aid worker there, I discovered that this spiritual 
desert had begun long ago. The region had historically attracted outside 
oppression and domination—losing its identity as yet another outsider 
came as conqueror and imposed foreign rule. In a quest to establish and 
defend their own cultural identity, the people of this area carried on a 
long-standing guerilla war, and the arid situation became even more 
lifeless. Perhaps more central than all of these socio-political factors was 
the reality that the gospel had not taken root in this region. I could not 
help but wonder, “What does it take for a spiritual desert to turn into a 
place of abundance?”

If a seed is sown on desert ground, there is nothing in the soil to sustain 
the life contained in that seed. It is not until nutrients surround that 
seed that it can spring up. These nutrients come from compost—which, 
in essence, comes from other dead plants. It prepares the soil for new 
life to sprout. Only death can break the perpetual cycle that keeps a 
desert lifeless.

In Genesis, as Joseph’s dialogue with his brothers unfolds, it becomes 
clear he is speaking from a spiritual point of view. For Joseph to be in 
a posture to provide abundance during a time of famine, it required 
suffering. It required betrayal, confinement, and the death of his 
dreams. As Joseph submitted to the path God chose for him, he became 
a prophetic picture of what was to come later in redemptive history. 
Likewise, Jesus became the seed that died, making way for a spiritual 
abundance that could feed the famished souls of all creation. 

Scripture Reading:
Genesis 45:5-7, 

John 12:24 (NIV)

And now, do not be 

distressed and do not be 

angry with yourselves for 

selling me here, because it 

was to save lives that God 

sent me ahead of you. For 

two years now there has 

been famine in the land, 

and for the next five years 

there will not be plowing 

and reaping. But God sent 

me ahead of you to preserve 

for you a remnant on earth 

and to save your lives by a 

great deliverance.

I tell you the truth, unless a 

kernel of wheat falls to the 

ground and dies, it remains 

only a single seed. But if 

it dies, it produces many 

seeds.

Life in the desert
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As we share in his sufferings and die to ourselves, we follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus. His resurrection power is set free to flow through 
us into the lives of others. What results is the germination of new life 
that takes root and grows; the oppressed and those who live in spiritual 
barrenness have the nutrients they need to flourish. “Unless a kernel of 
wheat falls into the ground and dies…” 

• In what ways have you ever been like a kernel of wheat in this 
Scripture?

• Who might you expect to experience new life in Jesus as they 
come in contact with your life after it has “fallen into the ground 
and died”? 

• In what ways do you see Jesus demonstrating his resurrection 
power through your life right now? 

Anna Mullikin (Elefson) grew up in Indonesia and now lives and serves in Long Beach, 
CA with her husband, Alan. She also leads CRM’s Prayer Initiatives.
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It was the phone call I had always dreaded. The doctor’s words echoed 
in my ear, “You need to come get your father; he can’t take care of 

himself anymore. He has dementia.” My stomach tightened. It felt as if 
salt was being rubbed on an open wound. Dad, embittered by his own 
childhood, was tough on those around him, particularly on his own three 
children. Years ago, I had given my dad to God. It was the only way I 
could have a relationship with him. When he chose to move 3,000 miles 
away, it was a relief. My brother, sister, and I had spent our lives trying 
to get past the emotional scars from our childhood. Now we were facing 
having to bring him back into our world. Images from my childhood 
flashed before me. How would I ever get through this?

Obeying God’s commandment to “honor thy father and mother,” my 
siblings and I worked to settle him in an assisted-living facility near my 
home. I dreaded every visit. As I drove to see him each day, I prayed and 
claimed 1 Corinthians 10:13: “No test or temptation that comes your 
way is beyond the course of what others have had to face. All you need 
to remember is that God will never let you down; he’ll never let you be 
pushed past your limit; he’ll always be there to help you come through 
it.” (The Message)
 
Over the next three years, I began to view my dad in a different light. I 
felt God was letting me see him through his filter. Dad hadn’t changed, 
but I began to sense a difference in me. Through strength that could 
only have been supernatural, I started listening to my dad with my heart 
instead of my head, seeing how he never felt loved, so he never knew 
how to give love. 

God often answers our prayers in far different ways than we imagine. 
I shared with Dad how much God loved him, and he responded, “He 
may love me, but I know he doesn’t like me.” That spoke volumes to my 

Scripture Reading:

Isaiah 53:4-5 (ASV)

Surely he hath borne our 

griefs, and carried our 

sorrows; yet we did esteem 

him stricken, smitten of 

God, and afflicted. But 

he was wounded for our 

transgressions, he was 

bruised for our iniquities; 

the chastisement of our 

peace was upon him; and 

with his stripes we are 

healed.

The unlikely answer
to our prayers
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heart and deeply touched my spirit. Dad never directly said he was sorry 
for how he had treated us, but when he said that, I felt that deep down 
in his heart, he knew how much he had wronged his family. It made a 
difference in our relationship. 

When my dad passed away, I was actually sad to see him go! I know that 
we will meet again, because during that time I was blessed to witness him 
embrace Jesus as his Lord and Savior. 

God had his plan and knew just what I needed for healing in my own life. 
He knew this could not have happened with my dad living 3,000 miles 
away. I didn’t know it at the time, but the healing began with that first 
dreaded phone call. God understood my pain and suffering, and guided 
me through this journey. Now, two years after his passing, when 
I think of my father, I am filled with peace instead of dread. And I always 
remember that it is because of Jesus that I am healed: Surely he hath 
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows... and with his stripes we 
are healed.

• What experience can you think of when a prayer was answered 
far differently than you imagined?

• What painful experience do you need to ask God to bear? 
• Are you willing to trust God to take you on your spiritual journey 

toward healing? If so, ask God to clearly lead you to those who 
can walk with you in this process.

Diane Jones and her husband, Gary, live in Anaheim, CA. She serves on CRM’s Central 
Support Team as a member of the Communications Team. Diane has two grown chil-
dren and five young grandchildren.
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It has taken a long time for me to become acquainted with the Man of 
Sorrows. In the earlier years of my pilgrimage, I related to God as my 

Savior, my Redeemer, my Comfort, the Lover of my Soul, my Shelter, the 
One who gave me a hope-filled future. But this passage and others like it 
made me uncomfortable. When we look upon Jesus and we see the Man 
of Sorrows, acquainted with suffering, we are not attracted to him. 

This passage began to make more sense to me after I had lived in my 
neighborhood near downtown Los Angeles for a few years. I had heard 
many stories of suffering, as one does when walking and working with 
the poor. The one that touched me most deeply was the story of a young 
man named Chris, a former graffiti writer, whom God gave to me to love 
as a son. His story carried so much pain and suffering that I thought I 
couldn’t bear to hear any more, yet there was always more. As I listened 
to Chris’ story, I discovered that the only way I could deal with this was to 
fix my eyes on Jesus, the Man of Sorrows, familiar with suffering. 

The world back then, even as now, despised the weak. There is little 
about a Man of Sorrows that would attract us, even though he says, 
“Look at me, be like me, be transformed into my likeness.” If we indeed 
are to be transformed into the likeness of Jesus, this is part of that 
likeness. We don’t get to pick only what we like or choose the parts that 
suit us. It certainly doesn’t sound in this passage that Jesus would meet 
the “coolness” factor that our culture holds so high.

It is a real sacrifice to embrace our own sorrows and that of the world; 
we would rather focus on the joy of relationship with Christ. However, 
true discipleship employs a balance—a balance between sorrow over our 
own sin and joy over our forgiveness; a balance between entering into 
the world’s suffering and fixing our eyes on Jesus. It is also a sacrifice 
for us to engage our world out of our own weaknesses rather than our 

Scripture Reading:

Isaiah 53:2b-4 (NASB)

...He has no stately form or 

majesty that we should look 

upon Him, nor appearance 

that we should be attracted 

to Him. He was despised 

and forsaken of men, a man 

of sorrows and acquainted 

with grief; and like one from 

whom men hide their face 

He was despised, and we 

did not esteem Him. Surely 

our griefs He Himself bore, 

and our sorrows He carried; 

yet we ourselves esteemed 

Him stricken, smitten of 

God, and afflicted. 

The Man of Sorrows
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strengths. But the Man of Sorrows becomes real to those in sorrow when 
we meet them where they are and let them see both our own struggle 
and our eyes fixed on Jesus. Just to testify…Chris is now married to Roxy, 
and they have a beautiful son, Lance Mark. Their lives are a powerful 
story of redemption.

• Read the passage slowly a few times.
• Think of one particular sorrow that you need to share with the 

Man of Sorrows.
• How does your encounter with the Man of Sorrows lead to a life 

of greater sacrifice?

Jude Tiersma Watson and her husband, John, live near downtown Los Angeles and 
serve with InnerCHANGE. 
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This morning I didn’t walk the dog—it was raining and I wanted to 
stay dry. I used the heater in the car to warm my feet. At the coffee 

shop, I bought my favorite snack, a chocolate croissant. I found myself a 
good seat in the corner with nice light. 

While this may not make for the most exciting read, I have a point, which 
is this: I am always looking out for myself. Even in the big decisions, I lean 
toward comfort and avoid the difficult and, by all means, the painful. But 
seen from the Lenten perspective, I wonder if I am missing something.

I recently re-read an old story. You probably know it. A man with a job 
to do runs away, runs the opposite direction, in fact. He is frightened, or 
maybe angry, or has unresolved issues from his childhood. In any case, 
he quickly finds himself in trouble. He is on a small boat in a huge storm 
and, while everyone else is bailing water and holding on for dear life, he’s 
down in the hold sleeping off his guilty conscience. Talk about denial. But 
it doesn’t last long, this blissful escape. Soon they are shaking him awake 
and shouting in his ear. Jonah’s decision time has come. (See Jonah 1).

Jesus gave us an example of a different kind of logic. In Philippians 
it says, “being found in appearance as a man, He humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the 
cross.” There is something very different about the way that this man 
made decisions.

So back to Jonah, who stands blinking himself awake on the deck of his 
ship of pain. There is no easy answer. Or maybe there is, but it is not a 
comfortable one. Heave ho! The water closes over his head. Could it 
get worse? Oh, yes. Enter the big fish. But Jonah is choosing rightly now, 
stepping down into the darkness. He is going deeper into the mystery of 
obedience. “How is this all going to turn out?” is not the priority question 
in this new equation.

Scripture Reading:

Luke 22:41-45, 

Philippians 2:8 (NKJV)

And He [Jesus] was 

withdrawn from them 

about a stone’s throw, and 

He knelt down and prayed, 

saying, “Father, if it is Your 

will, take this cup away 

from Me; nevertheless not 

My will, but Yours, be done.”  

He humbled Himself and 

became obedient to the 

point of death, even the 

death of the cross.

Facing the storm
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In the coffee shop, I’m thinking about trouble, about doubt and pain, 
about all the many ways life can bring unpleasant surprises. I’m thinking 
that most of the time, when things get bad, when we face the darkness 
of Lent, we start looking for a ship in the opposite direction. We choose 
comfort as our default. And so, we miss out. 

Jonah on the deck of the ship, Jesus praying in the garden, asking “Is 
there any other way?”—both of them facing the storm of their lives, both 
of them choosing to stay there. I think I’m beginning to see a pattern.

• What was Jonah running from? Are there any similar areas in 
your life?

• How might you lean into the difficult rather than run from it? 
• The focus of Lent is on repentance. Ash Wednesday evokes us to 

“remember you are dust and unto dust you shall return.” How 
does this and the experience of repentance help us understand 
the circumstances of our lives?

Peter Schrock leads CRM’s Communications Team, based in Anaheim, CA, and spe-
cializes in photography and design. He lives and serves with a CRM missional commu-
nity in San Diego, CA.
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No one likes pain. We all like comfort. One might even go so far 
as to say that we value our comfort to the extent that we’ll do 

anything to avoid the possibility of pain. But we also know that often 
our joy in life comes from facing and walking through those difficult, 
dark storms of life. It’s these trying times that shape our character and, 
like Christ, lead us into resurrection life.

Much of my time in Asia is spent mentoring house-church leaders. Due 
to the illegal nature of worshiping outside a registered location, almost 
all of these leaders live with the daily possibility of persecution and 
harassment. During one of our mentoring times, I asked a local worship 
leader to reflect on the passage for this devotional. Here are some of his 
reflections:

“The process of redemption is painful. It is even ugly. Here we see 
Christ anticipating the torture, the public scorn and ridicule, as well 
as anticipating the joy of resurrection life. This process is somewhat 
like pregnancy and the birth of a child. It is painful and even ugly, but 
there is also the joy of new life. Christ is both dreading the painful 
process and anticipating the joy of bringing redemption to humanity.

This passage provides great encouragement to me when I face the 
possibility of torture and daily trials. In pressing through these dif-
ficulties, my faith is strengthened. And like Christ, I also can expect 
the future joy that comes through these difficulties.

Finally, it reminds me of a local proverb that says, ‘Without wind 
and rain, one cannot see the rainbow.’ ”

We can spend our lives avoiding pain but missing much of our spiritual 
growth and God’s blessings. But we have a lot to learn from our brothers 
and sisters who live with daily sacrifice in order to know and serve our 

Scripture Reading:

Matthew 20:17-19 (ESV)

While Jesus was going up 

to Jerusalem, he took the 

twelve disciples aside by 

themselves, and said to 

them on the way, “See, we 

are going up to Jerusalem, 

and the Son of Man will be 

handed over to the chief 

priests and scribes, and 

they will condemn him to 

death; then they will hand 

him over to the Gentiles to 

be mocked and flogged and 

crucified; and on the third 

day he will be raised.” 

In the light
of resurrection
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Lord. Jesus found his fulfillment precisely in the place of sacrifice. He 
is inviting us to look at life from his perspective and embrace whatever 
sacrifice is necessary to serve him fully, but always to experience it in 
light of the “resurrection” (rainbow) that he offers through it. 

In your situation, Jesus is “taking you aside by yourself” and preparing 
you for whatever lies ahead. Spend some time in prayer now listening to 
what he has to say to you.

• What difficult things in your life represent wind and rain? How 
is God calling you to posture yourself in the midst of those things? 

• For Christ, his “rainbow” was being raised from the dead and 
the resurrection life that he could offer us. What “rainbow” might 
God be offering you in your circumstance? 

• How is God calling you to sacrifice in order to know and serve 
him more fully?

John Van Meter, his wife, Diana, and their three boys have lived the past six years in 
East Asia, coaching church leaders.



CRM EMPOWERING LEADERSDAY

L E N T  D E V O T I O N A L31

We were only one week away from leaving Singapore for a year in 
the U.S. Amidst packing our belongings and preparing for our 

departure, we took our family dog to the vet for a simple procedure to 
make sure he was healthy for the family who would care for him while we 
were away. My son signed the waiver for anesthesia without a worry, and 
we looked forward to picking up our groggy pet later in the day. Little did 
we know that this puppy who brought so much joy to our family during 
some of our lonelier years in Singapore would stop breathing during the 
procedure and never wake up.

Crying with my children later that night, I wondered how many other 
families around the world were grappling with much deeper grief and 
sorrow than the loss of a beloved pet. How many had heard a doctor say, 
“I’m so sorry; we did everything we could to revive him.” How many had 
held a lifeless body and prayed that the God who raised Jesus from the 
dead would do a similar miracle and bring a loved one back to life again? 
We were certainly not alone in experiencing this unexpected loss.
 
In the middle of the night, awake in the darkness, it struck me that for 
Jesus there are no surprises when we experience loss, no matter how 
great or small. The Bible tells us that even the loss of a single sparrow 
does not escape the attention of the Creator.  

In a fallen world marred by sin, loss is unavoidable. We may try to insu-
late ourselves from loss, but it’s an inescapable part of life. We want our 
children to understand that being a follower of Jesus doesn’t prevent loss 
or pain, but we also want them to know and experience that through 
such times he is a friend whose presence and loving kindness is unwaver-
ing no matter the depth of our pain or the magnitude of the tragedy. 

The presence of God is never a denial of the loss or the sorrow, but 
in the midst of it, we can look to him to be a Savior who loves us and 

Scripture Reading:

2 Corinthians 1:5 (NIV)

For just as the sufferings of 

Christ flow over into our 

lives, so also through Christ 

our comfort overflows.

Immanuel: Christ with us
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can minister to us deeply in moments of great need. For just as the 
sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our 
comfort overflows. 

We all yearn for the day when loss is no longer part of our reality and 
every tear will be wiped from our eyes. Until then, we have a companion 
who has experienced these emotions in every way as we do. He does 
not avoid the hard places but walks them with us, and he can provide an 
endless supply of mercy, kindness, and comfort in our times of need.

• In what ways have you wrestled with God’s goodness in the face of 
loss or disappointment?

• How has God ministered to you in the face of loss? How have 
you worked and walked through loss rather than deny or avoid               
its reality? 

• How have others ministered most effectively to you when you’ve 
experienced significant loss? What’s been most meaningful?

Kimberly Creasman is a theatre artist and mentor to artists in Southeast Asia. She 
and her husband, Jim, live in Singapore where Jim directs CRM-Singapore. They have 
two sons, Tyler and Cameron.
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Our feet rhythmically hit the pavement as we walked down the 
sidewalk. Making our way down Market Street, my teammate, 

Claire, and I were met with the familiar realities of San Francisco’s street 
scene. An old lady hunched over in a huge coat walked past us, muttering 
to herself, trapped in a mental world far from reality. A cardboard sign 
with a plea in black marker covered the face of its author whose fingers 
spun a few loose dimes. A group of people gathered around a crack pipe. 

On this particular day, Claire and I were looking for Andrea. We had 
seen her spiraling into a deeper hole of addiction and felt God calling us 
to pursue her, even as he was chasing her with his life-giving love. We 
found Andrea and met her new friends, Jess and Mike. After we had 
been there a short while, Mike passed out after swallowing some 
unknown pills. As the ambulance whisked him away to the hospital, the 
girls turned to us, wanting to pray. 

And so we knelt, huddled together on the concrete with Jess and Andrea, 
who were both tightly squeezing our hands. Jess rocked back and forth as 
she mumbled fervent prayers. Our tears mixed with the raindrops that 
now began to fall, the gray clouds expressing their mourning. 

I often imagine Ezekiel’s stroll with God through the valley of dry bones 
to be a lot like our daily trek through the streets. God set Ezekiel down in 
a place with death on all sides. And just one set of bones. “there were very 
many.” And not recently dead ones with any life left in them; “behold, 
they were very dry.”

I sometimes feel as if God is leading me around by the hand as we look 
upon San Francisco, saying, “Daughter of man, can these bones live?” I 
reply with a meager, “Maybe in another city with another ministry,  but 
probably not here, Lord.” Yet God consistently reveals himself as the One 

Scripture Reading:

Ezekiel 37:1-6 (ESV)

The hand of the Lord was 

upon me, and he brought 

me out in the Spirit of the 

Lord and set me down in 

the middle of the valley; it 

was full of bones. And he 

led me around among them, 

and behold, there were 

very many on the surface 

of the valley, and behold, 

they were very dry. And he 

said to me, “Son of man, 

can these bones live?” And 

I answered, “O Lord God, 

you know.” Then he said to 

me, “Prophesy over these 

bones, and say to them, O 

dry bones, hear the word of 

the Lord. 

Thus says the Lord God to 

these bones: Behold, I will 

cause breath to enter you, 

and you shall live. And I 

will lay sinews upon you, 

and will cause flesh to come 

upon you, and cover you 

with skin, and put breath in 

you, and you shall live. And 

you shall know that I am the 

Lord.”

From death to life
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who indeed brings life—piece by piece replacing the sinews, the flesh, the 
skin, and finally the breath. 

The call of God by his Spirit often takes us into bleak places, but these 
are the very places where he is present, creating and restoring life. He is 
calling us to step out in faith and speak to scattered bones, proclaiming 
with our words and our lives that they shall live and they shall know that 
he is the Lord.

• Is there a situation in your life that feels dry as bones and beyond 
help? Bring that situation to God in light of this passage. 

• Think of experiences where you have seen God breathe new life into 
what was dead. Write these down as pillars of remembrance that 
help build your faith for what God can do in the present and future.

• What is God calling you to pray about where you would like to see 
his Spirit move freely and with power?

Mariah Nix and her husband, Paul, ministered in San Francisco with 
InnerCHANGE among the homeless in the Haight-Ashbury and Civic Center 
neighborhoods. They now live and serve in downtown Lost Angeles with their two 
young children.
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We served as short-term missionaries in Gindiri, Nigeria from 
1966 to 1969. The uprising against the ethnic group from the 

Eastern region began shortly after we arrived and in 1967 the bitter 
Biafra War began. In addition to the normal adjustments we faced in a 
cross-cultural setting, the war added uncertainty, instability, and fear for 
missionaries and nationals alike. 

In the Spring of 2004 we were privileged to be a part of the second 
CRM team to lead a training event in Nairobi, Kenya. Among the nine 
leaders from Nigeria were Jonathan and Charity. Jonathan was a student 
in my (Stan) first chemistry class at Gindiri. In June of 2005 I returned 
to Nigeria to continue the development of leaders and revitalization 
training for churches. What a joy to see fruit that resulted from ministry 
39 years ago. 
 
God uses difficulties on our journey to the Promised Land to test our 
willingness to sacrifice short-term comforts in order to realize long-term 
results. During these times of character development through testing 
(wilderness times), we can become impatient and complain about our 
circumstances. 

This often takes the form of asking “why” questions in which we see 
ourselves as victims of unfair circumstances. It may result in accusing 
God of having evil intentions against us, like the Israelites thought, “Why 
have you brought us out of Egypt to die here in the wilderness?” 

We tend to lose perspective even though we have the basics of life. 
Manna is no longer seen as God’s provision of food: “There is nothing to 
eat here and nothing to drink.” 

In the wilderness we do not trust God with our future. Our need for 
comfort cries out and we want to go back to the way it used to be rather 

Scripture Reading:

Numbers 21:4-5 (NLT)

Then the people of Israel 

set out from Mount Hor, 

taking the road to the Red 

Sea to go around the land 

of Edom. But the people 

grew impatient along the 

way, and they began to 

murmur against God and 

Moses. “Why have you 

brought us out of Egypt to 

die here in the wilderness?” 

they complained. “There 

is nothing to eat here and 

nothing to drink. And we 

hate this wretched manna!” 

Trading in comfort
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than step into the future with God leading the way. We lose the will to 
sacrifice short-term pleasure for long-term outcomes and often miss the 
deeper work God wants to do in our lives. God desires to raise us up as a 
people willing to follow his leading at all costs—people who have the faith 
and character to live as missionaries, and advance the Kingdom of God to 
all nations. God is more interested in developing our character than our 
comfort level as we journey toward the destiny he has prepared for us.

• Are there ways in which you are murmuring against God about 
your circumstances? What might God be asking of you while in 
this place?

• Where do you need to release control and sacrifice your agenda 
to move toward the “Promised Land”?

Stan and Marilyn Troyer live in Niles, MI. From there, they serve and support CRM 
ministry efforts across Africa. They have three children and four grandchildren.
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I was undone. I had just seen my oldest son Calen be born. He was 
placed in my trembling arms. I held him close to my wife, Laurie. 

She gently took him. We wept, held each other, and just looked at this 
boy whose eyes were looking back at us. Prayer and thankfulness 

rushed out to our Lord for this most blessed gift. 

He was not done giving. Aleah followed Calen. Lacey came next, followed 
by Brandon, the last one on the shelf. Each one brought the same deep 
emotions accompanied by joyful commitments to love, care, and protect 
at all costs. Our love and devotion to each of our children grew grander 
and more intense as we developed relationships and witnessed the 
careful detail of our Creator’s designs emerge.

To give my very life for my wife or children? That’s a “no brainer.” 
No thought process needed, without hesitation or need for additional 
input. I would do the same for multiple dear friends around the world. 
In fact, it can be an easy decision for us to give our lives for those we 
love. As I thought about this passage of Scripture, I wondered about my 
response if one of my children were to ask me to help them or rescue 
them. Like you, I would do whatever it takes, even if I had to lose my 
own life in the process. 

I confess this to you: I could easily make the decision to give up my life, 
but I could not give my Laurie or one of my children away for anyone, 
not even my dearest friends. I would never do that. I love my family more 
than anyone else. I might plead, “Take me, but I cannot give you any of 
my family.” 

I picture my Heavenly Father handing over his only son, Jesus, to die for 
me and realize he did something I could never do. Again, I am undone. 
This realization causes me to weepunashamed and have the flood of his 
peace and love engulf me. What a Savior! 

Scripture Reading:

Luke 22:39-44 (NASB)

And He came out and 

proceeded as was His 

custom to the Mount of 

Olives; and  the disciples 

also followed Him. When 

He arrived at the place, 

He said to them, “Pray 

that you may not enter 

into temptation.” And He 

withdrew from them about 

a stone’s throw and He 

knelt down and began to 

pray, saying, “Father, if You 

are willing, remove this cup 

from Me; yet not My will, 

but Yours be done.” 

Now an angel from 

heaven appeared to Him, 

strengthening Him. And 

being in agony He was 

praying very fervently; and 

His sweat became like drops 

of blood, falling down upon 

the ground. 

Father and son
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For this to occur, there needed to be a willing father and a willing son. 
Our Father God was willing to send his own Son to his death for you and 
me. Our Lord Jesus was willing to obey his Father and die in our place. 
What magnificent sacrifice! What magnificent love!

• Reread the Scripture and picture our God hearing the pleas 
of his Son.

• Imagine your response to your wife, son, daughter, or dear loved 
one pleading with great intensity to help them. 

• Spend time humbly reveling in the Father’s great choice of love and 
Jesus’ great sacrifice of love for you.

Norris Williams has been married to Laurie since May of 1980. They have four
children and two grandchildren. Norris leads CRM’s movement into the Middle East 
and North Africa.
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The lifting up of the serpent in the desert was a foreshadowing of a 
greater event that would have relevance for the entire world. Early 

in his ministry, Jesus was proclaimed as “…the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). In anticipation of his impending 
bitter death, he asked the rhetorical question, “Shall I not drink the cup 
the Father has given me?” Ready obedience to his Father characterized 
the life of Jesus. He had died to those things that could easily have stood 
in the way of his being lifted up. 

Was it a question of submission? “Though he was God, he did not 
demand and cling to his rights as God…He took the humble position 
of a slave and appeared in human form” (Philippians 2:6-7, NLT). 

Was it a question of material security? He confessed while on earth, 
“Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 
has no place to lay his head” (Luke 9:58, NIV). 

Was it a question of self-defense? “But when the leading priests and 
other leaders made their accusations against him, Jesus remained silent” 
(Matthew 27:12, NLT).

Or was it a question of forgiveness? While on the cross, he prayed, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 
23:34, NIV). 

As I focus on the life of Christ during Lent, I ask myself, “What do I need 
to die to in order to fulfill God’s calling on my life?” Where is my personal 
security found? What urge do I have to defend or prove myself right in 
any disagreement or conflict? Am I having difficulty forgiving those who 
have treated (or are still treating) me unfairly? 

Scripture Reading:

John 3:14-16 (NIV)

Just as Moses lifted up the 

snake in the desert, so the 

Son of Man must be lifted 

up, that everyone who 

believes in him may have 

eternal life. “For God so 

loved the world that he gave 

his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have 

eternal life.”  

Beckoning our obedience
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After many years as a Christian, I still find I go to great lengths to seek 
vengeance when offended. It is an attitude that has brought hardship 
to my marriage and pain to many other relationships. The truth of 
Colossians 3:13, “…forgive whatever grievances you may have against 
one another.... Forgive as the Lord forgave you,” has helped bring me 
freedom in this struggle and has helped quiet the internal battles that 
have held me captive. 

Christ was obedient, leaving us an example that we should follow in his 
steps. His obedience led him to suffer on the cross, and he exhorts us to, 
“…put aside your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross daily, and follow 
me” (Luke 9:23, NLT). It is then that he will draw all peoples to himself 
(John 12:32, NKJV).

• Are there some specific things that God may ask you to give up or 
die to in order for him to fulfill his calling on your life?

• Are there relationships that trigger pain or discomfort whenever you 
think of them?  Are there any steps God may be asking you to take to 
bring reconciliation and resolution?

• What in your life would keep Jesus from being more clearly reflected 
through you to others? 

Iliya Majam and his wife, Becky, lead CRM-Africa. They live in Nairobi, Kenya.
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I remember that emotional day when I parted with my parents at New 
Orleans International Airport, the day that I moved to Japan to work 

as a single missionary. Even though I had placed my family on the altar 
many times before that day of tear-filled goodbyes, those last two hours 
with my parents were probably the longest and most difficult I have spent 
in my whole life. Not being able to answer their question “When will we 
see you again?” I remember feeling how hard it was to even breathe. 

I knew God had called me to go, and my spirit was dancing with 
excitement about finally being able to live out God’s dream for my life 
in Japan. But at the same time, I was overwhelmed with sorrow at what 
God was asking me to leave behind, and I desperately wanted him to 
take that painful cup away from me. My father, a man of few words and 
who rarely showed emotion, burst into tears. It was the first time I had 
ever seen him cry, and it hurt so badly to know that I was the one who 
was breaking his heart. “Lord, how can you be calling me to do this if it is 
hurting my parents, and hurting me so much? Is there an easier way for 
your will to be done?” 

I found comfort that morning in knowing that Jesus shared my sorrow 
and sympathized with my weakness. Even though he is fully God, he was 
also fully man on this earth. In Gethsemane, he fell to the ground 
in prayer, overwhelmed with emotions and fearful of the events that 
were about to take place. Part of the agony he felt was in knowing that 
in facing death He would be separated from his own Father. 

Our Savior became weak and vulnerable for us, so that he can 
sympathize with us in every way possible. Facing death and sorrow, 
even he prayed that, if possible, the hour might pass. Ultimately, he 
surrendered his will to the Father’s will. 

Scripture Reading:

Mark 14:34-36 (NIV)

“My soul is overwhelmed 

with sorrow to the point of 

death,” he said to them. 

“Stay here and keep watch.” 

Going a little farther, he fell 

to the ground and prayed 

that if possible the hour 

might pass from him. “Abba, 

Father,” he said, “everything 

is possible for you. Take this 

cup from me. Yet not what I 

will, but what you will.” 

We are not alone
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We gain comfort knowing that we are not alone in our struggles. Through 
his death we receive his power to be able to submit to whatever “cup” the 
Father is asking us to partake of. Whether it is parting indefinitely with 
family, facing cancer, losing a loved one, or any other painful and scary 
ordeal, Jesus has been there before, and with loving compassion, he will 
carry us through.

• What “cup” might the Lord be asking you to partake of right now?
• What fears or inward battles are keeping you from being able to 

honestly say to him,“Not my will, but yours be done?”
• Think of a time when your soul was sorrowful, maybe even “to the 

point of death.” How did knowing that the Lord can fully sympathize 
with your weaknesses help you through?

Alice Collier and her husband, Sean, live and serve in Phnom Penh, Cambodia with 
their three young children.



CRM EMPOWERING LEADERSDAY

L E N T  D E V O T I O N A L37

Suffering is rich soil for spiritual formation. There is no escape, no 
detours. As it was for Christ, so it is for us. While all sorts of life 

circumstances can bring pain, often the worst wounds come from those 
we love and trust. 

While serving at a church many years ago, I was deeply wounded by an 
awful tragedy among the church leadership. In the workplace some years 
later, I experienced betrayal that led to the loss of both my livelihood 
and many friends. Both situations were devastating because people who 
claimed to be followers of Jesus and who were leaders in his church 
perpetrated them. Surviving the first experience did little to lessen the 
trauma of the latter. 

As I walk with others in ministry now, I hear many experiences of 
betrayal and suffering. Such wounds seem especially severe among 
those who have committed themselves to Christ and his Kingdom work. 
How can this be? This is still a haunting question for me. Perhaps you 
can relate.

What I have come to learn, though, is that while forgiveness is my 
choice, it is not an option if I desire a life transformed into the image of 
Christ. I confess that forgiveness has been a complicated and confusing 
process at best for me. The process resists my attempts to manage it. It 
will not be hurried, and it requires effort, prayer, and guidance. While I 
still want justice and know that I cannot deny the wrongs that have been 
committed, I am learning to trust God instead to bring his justice and to 
do so in his own time.  

As I consider Christ’s suffering, he invites me to walk this journey with 
him as my act of grateful sacrifice. His invitation is for me to grow in 
forgiveness toward those who have sinned against me and to entrust 
myself to the One who is generous, just, and good. Such obedience is 

Scripture Reading:

1 Peter 2:20-24 (NASB)

For what credit is there 

if, when you sin and 

are harshly treated, you 

endure it with patience? 

But if when you do what is 

right and suffer for it you 

patiently endure it, this 

finds favor with God. 

For you have been called 

for this purpose, since 

Christ also suffered for you, 

leaving you an example 

for you to follow in His 

steps…while suffering, He 

uttered no threats, but kept 

entrusting Himself to Him 

who judges righteously; and 

He Himself bore our sins in 

His body on the cross, that 

we might die to sin and live 

to righteousness; for by His 

wounds you were healed

The choice to forgive



CRM EMPOWERING LEADERS
1240 N. Lakeview Ave #120, Anaheim, CA 92807  |  (714) 779-0370  |  www.crmleaders.org

a sacrifice precisely because we do not have all the answers. Christ 
invites you and me to endure such struggles with patience and to do so 
out of love for him. Not in denial or naiveté, but in full recognition of 
the horror of sin and depth of the pain. We remember that we too have 
each inflicted wounds and have been healed by Christ’s suffering 
on our behalf. 

It is a risky quest to forgive and trust. Yet these profound acts of 
obedience inevitably shape us and are major factors in our spiritual 
formation. I believe Jesus would say to us, “Breathe in deeply my love. 
Forgive, release, and rest in my arms.”

Christ invites us to enter in and allow him to embrace us in our place of 
suffering. As you reflect on these questions, pray through your responses 
and record them. It may be helpful to share some pieces with a trusted 
mentor or friend for their prayer and support.

• What is God saying to you in this matter of forgiveness and trust?
• If you are struggling with some deep betrayal or wound, what 

choices are you making in light of God’s word to you today? Do 
you need to make adjustments in your journey of forgiveness and 
recovery?

• In light of Christ’s example in suffering, what sacrifice of obedience 
can you offer to the Lord this week? Identify one or two steps you 
can reasonably make at this time.

Stella Ma is a part of CRM’s Imago Christi Team and resides in Orange County, CA. 
Her ministry of teaching and spiritual guidance among individuals, churches, and 
groups takes place in the US and overseas. 
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Australia’s First Fleet arrived in Sydney Cove, New South Wales, in 
1788. The passengers aboard these 11 ships were British marines 

and hundreds of convicts. Without adequate provisions, tools, or farming 
equipment, life was brutal in this new, inhospitable land.  

Shortly after depositing the convicts and military guards, most of the 
ships traveled back to England. Of the two remaining ships, one was 
shipwrecked and lost on the rocky coastline. As rations began to run 
out, the settlers’ condition neared desperation. The last remaining ship, 
ironically named “The Supply,” then set sail toward Asia to gather life-
sustaining provisions. Can you imagine the feeling of those left behind 
as their last hope sailed off into the horizon?  

The Israelites in Zechariah’s day felt similarly as they longed for 
deliverance from 70 years of captivity and abusive treatment. The great 
rejoicing called for by the prophet was fitting not because their salvation 
had already appeared, but because their salvation was, in fact, coming. 
The good news was that deliverance was on its way! Such a confidence in 
forthcoming deliverance has sustained many who are experiencing great 
trials and afflictions. The promise of hope changes our perspective. 

As I reflect on the promises of God and the needs of the people living 
in my city, I’m aware that things need to change. In separate incidents 
this week, two men were murdered. A stabbing death occurred 15 
doors down from our home. In another incident, a jogger and a foreign 
exchange student came to the rescue of a woman who was being dragged 
by the hair by another man. Both of the rescuers were shot at point blank 
range. The student is battling for his life in intensive care. The jogger, a 
husband and father of three young children, died at the scene. Pain, loss, 
and suffering rule the day for so many people. 

Scripture Reading:

Zechariah 9:9-10 (NIV)

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter 

of Zion!  Shout, Daughter of 

Jerusalem!  See, your king 

comes to you, righteous and 

having salvation, gentle and 

riding on a donkey, on a 

colt, the foal of a donkey. I 

will take away the chariots 

from Ephraim and the 

war-horses from Jerusalem, 

and the battle bow will be 

broken. He will proclaim 

peace to the nations. His 

rule will extend from sea to 

sea and from the River to 

the ends of the earth.

When all will be 
made right...
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Jesus fulfilled part of Zechariah’s prophecy as he rode into Jerusalem 
that first Palm Sunday. However, we still long for that great day when the 
peace of his presence and rule will extend throughout all the nations of 
the earth. We will then realize the very presence of Jesus, our Messiah, 
shining in all his glory. The justice of his Kingdom reign will cover 
all lands and all peoples. At the appearing of our Great Hope, all will 
be made right. The broken, hungry, poor, blind, lame, suffering, and 
marginalized will all experience the goodness of our Savior in all his 
fullness, and his coming will rescue a fallen humanity. This is a certain 
hope! Come, Lord Jesus, come.

• How has Jesus satisfied you in the past when your circumstances 
seemed bleak?

• In what ways are you being tempted today to place your hope in 
things other than Jesus?

• How does the promise of the future reign of Jesus form the way you 
look at the future?

Bryan Wintersteen and his wife, Beth, served with CRM-Australia in Melbourne for 
six years and now lead a new team in the Washington, D.C. area. They have four 
children. Bryan’s primary ministry focus is coaching and equipping church planters 
and pastors to serve their communities more effectively.
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When I read this passage, which narrates part of  Jesus’ final 
hours—undeserved suffering and bearing the pain of the cross, 

the accusations of many, the weight of sin, and the agony—I have to ask 
myself, “Patricia, how would you react if you were being unjustly accused 
and mistreated as Christ was?” Very quickly I have to accept that I could 
see myself trying to defend my life and ministry from such an unjust 
scene; an “out” that Jesus certainly did not consider. 

Nevertheless, what impacts me most is observing the leaders of that 
time—the people with the greatest influence who, while standing there at 
the feet of Jesus, watched him die. They invited him to come down from 
the cross and if he did, they would then believe in him. 

To act in accordance to their provocations would have had a considerably 
deep impact. If Jesus had come down from the cross, possibly the 
highest authorities would have believed in him. But, how many of them 
were there—60, 70, perhaps 100? It really wasn’t the number that kept 
Him there, but knowing that to consent would have meant that God’s 
redemptive plan for the entire human race would also be coming down. 

So, now I realize that many times my desires and prayers have put me 
there, next to those men of influence, inviting Jesus to agree to my 
request so that my faith in him would grow and be strengthened. In the 
last days of my mother’s life when she was hospitalized with cirrhosis of 
the liver, I cried out to the Lord to heal her. But Jesus, who intimately 
knows my heart, knew that my faith in him would be strengthened only if 
I came to know him as the God of all comfort, and so it has been. 

My faith in the Son of God cannot be subject to my demands or desires. 
I should not play with God’s plan in order to strengthen my faith in him. 
Instead my confidence should be rooted in a deep conviction that God’s 

Scripture Reading:

Matthew 27:39-42 (NIV)

Those who passed by hurled 

insults at him, shaking their 

heads and saying, “You who 

are going to destroy the 

temple and build it in three 

days, save yourself! Come 

down from the cross, if you 

are the Son of God!” In the 

same way the chief priests, 

the teachers of the law and 

the elders mocked him. 

“He saved others,” they said, 

“but he can’t save himself! 

He’s the King of Israel! 

Let him come down now 

from the cross, and we will 

believe in him. 

The good plans of God



CRM EMPOWERING LEADERS
1240 N. Lakeview Ave #120, Anaheim, CA 92807  |  (714) 779-0370  |  www.crmleaders.org

plan and character, whether or not I understand, always have been and 
will be perfect, eternal, good, and in my favor. 

How great that the Lord didn’t fall for their provocations. Instead he bore 
the undeserved weight and pain, so that thousands of generations could 
know and believe in him.

• Read and reflect on the passage and try to imagine the scene of 
the cross and the people there at His feet. What do you see? 

• What are you asking for to strengthen your trust in him?
• Ask Jesus to daily develop in you the conviction that his plan and 

character are perfect, eternal, and good for you.

Patricia C is a member of CRM Venezuela and currently serves in a restricted access 
country in the Middle East.
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CRM was launched in 1980 with the firm conviction that careful, 
strategic investment in the development of leaders for the Church 
could create a profound return of transformed lives and multiplied 
impact around the world. 

Today, we believe in the impact of this mission more than ever.

We continue to focus our efforts on those who are called and gifted to 
lead the Church, equipping them to holistically draw people toward 
Jesus so that disciples will be made and communities transformed. 
Our prayer is that, through this, the hope of Christ will be expressed 
more fully on earth.

We empower leaders who specialize in three distinct areas, the ones 
we believe will make the greatest impact in the world. These are 
1) revitalizing the Church to be an engine of hope, 2) taking new 
ground beyond the current reach of the Church, and 3) bringing 
transformation among the poor and marginalized.

If you’d like to find out more about the ministry of CRM, visit our 
website at www.crmleaders.org or call us at (714) 779-0370.

All material is ©2013 CRM Empowering Leaders.
You are welcome to reproduce this devotional in its current form 

as needed for use in church or small group situations. 

For any other use, please contact communications@crmleaders.org


